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CHAPTER ELEVEN 

THEODORE ROOSEVELT AND HIS TIME 
GOVERNOR OF NEW YORK—FIRST YEAR 

on his return from the war with Spain, in September, 1898, Roosevelt was greeted with great popular enthusiasm, and was offered almost immediately two nominations for the Governorship of the State. The first offer was made tentatively by an emissary from T. C. Platt, then United States Senator and absolute boss of the Republican organization in the State. The emissary said he had come, not to offer the nomination, but to ascertain if Roosevelt desired it, and, if in the event of nomination and election, he would "make war" on Mr. Platt and the organization, or would confer with them and give fair consideration to their views of party policy and the public interest; he asked for no pledges but simply for a frank definition of Roosevelt's attitude toward existing party conditions. It was well known at the time that Platt had been forced, quite unwillingly, to turn to Roosevelt as the only candidate who could save his party from what seemed to be certain defeat because of the unpopularity of the existing Republican administration under a subservient Platt man in the Governorship. Roosevelt replied to the emissary that he would like to be nominated, and that if elected he would not make war upon Platt or anybody else, if war could be avoided; that he desired to be Governor and not a faction leader; that he would confer with the organization men, as with everybody else who seemed to him to have knowledge of and interest in public affairs, and that as to Platt and the organization leaders, he would do so in the sincere hope that there might result always harmony of opinion and purpose; but that while he would try to get on well with the organization, the organization must with equal sincerity strive to do what he regarded as essential for the public good; and that in every case, after full consideration of what everybody had to say who might possess full knowledge of the matter, he should have to act finally as his own conscience and judgment dictated and administer the State government as he thought it should be administered. This was reported to Platt and ultimately accepted by him.
While this nomination was pending, the independent organizations of the city of New York, on September 9, put forth a statement in the press declaring that after full consideration they had agreed to offer the nomination for Governor to Roosevelt for the following, among other reasons:
"Mr. Roosevelt's magnificent record makes him the natural candidate for Governor. We need not describe Theodore Roosevelt. Our reasons for nominating him are plain. We think that the evils of our public life can be traced to the exclusive control over nominations by party bosses and their creatures. While Roosevelt is a party man, he is one in whom the masses of the people of both parties feel a confidence amounting to devotion, and who in his person represents independence and reform.
"There is nothing which his mind sees as evil that he would not expose as readily in his own party as in that of his opponents. To have such a man for Governor, with the experience in administration which he possesses, would be of incalculable benefit to the State."
To this declaration there was appended a full state ticket with Roosevelt at its head for Governor and candidates for all other State offices. It was an anti-Republican organization ticket throughout and compelled Roosevelt, if he should accept the nomination, to run as an out-and-out independent candidate without hope of support from the Republican party, and consequently without hope of election. The inevitable result of his candidacy under these conditions would have been the election of the Democratic ticket.
After putting forth their declaration, the Independents took no further action, making no formal nomination of their ticket. In the meantime, Platt had accepted Roosevelt's terms and, on September 24, Roosevelt wrote a letter to the Independents, in which, after saying that it was somewhat embarrassing to decline a nomination which had never been offered to him, he found himself unable to accept for the following, among other reasons:
"It seems to me that I would not be acting in good faith toward my fellow candidates if I permitted my name to head a ticket designed for their overthrow; a ticket, moreover, which cannot be put up because of objections to the character or fitness of any candidate, inasmuch as no candidate has been nominated.
"I write this with great reluctance, for I wish the support of every Independent. If elected Governor, I would strive to serve the State as a whole, and to serve my party by helping it serve the State."
The leaders of the Independents, ignoring what they had said in their declaration of September 9,—that while he waa a party man he "represented in his person independence and reform," and that he would "expose evil as readily in his own party as in that of his opponents"—turned upon him in wrath and declared that he had "surrendered to Platt." They ignored also, what was well known to all men, that he was acting in strict accord with the line of conduct which he had followed unvaryingly from the outset of his political career, that is, fighting evil inside of his party rather than fighting the party itself because some of its leaders and members were guilty of evil deeds. He had followed this policy as a member of the Legislature, as Civil Service Commissioner, and as Police Commissioner. All efforts to induce him to act as a chartered Independent and not as a party man had failed. "My desire," he declared in response to these efforts, "is to achieve results,, not merely to issue manifestoes of virtue." Nobody knew better than the Independents what his attitude was, for he had stated it directly to them many times, but on every succeeding occasion for stating it, they persisted" in accusing him of deserting his principles. This method of treatment they persisted in after he became President, in spite of the fact that in every public office that he held he accomplished more of the results which they professed to desire than any other public man of his time. They would not reconcile themselves to his refusal to follow their method of political conduct in preference to his own. In the case of the Governorship nomination, they had sought to force Platt to endorse their nomination of Roosevelt instead of having him nominated by the Republican party, and when they failed in this effort they refused to support Roosevelt because Platt had nominated him in another way. Finally, they put in the field a complete Independent ticket and when election day arrived it polled a total vote of 2,103, which was less than an average of one vote for each election district of the State.
Roosevelt was nominated unanimously for Governor by the Republican Convention on September 27, and made a vigorous campaign. Platt says in his 'Autobiography' :
"Roosevelt made a dramatic campaign. He fairly pranced about the State. He called a spade a 'spade,' a crook a ' crook.' The Rough Rider romped home on election day with over 17,000 plurality.
"I have always maintained that no man besides Roosevelt could have accomplished that feat in 1898.''
Immediately following the election, John Hay, then Secretary of State, wrote to him as follows:
"While you are Governor, I believe the party can be made solid as never before. You have already shown that a man may be absolutely honest and yet practical; a reformer by instinct and a wise politician; brave, bold, and uncompromising, and yet not a wild ass of the desert. The exhibition made by the professional Independents in voting against you for no reason on earth except that somebody else was voting for you, is a lesson that is worth its cost."
Roosevelt was inaugurated Governor on January 1, 1899, and in a brief address he outlined clearly the course of action that he had maintained throughout his political career:
"We must realize, on the one hand, that we can do little if we do not set ourselves a high ideal, and, on the other, that we will fail in accomplishing even this little if we do not work through practical methods and with a readiness to face life as it is, and not as we think it ought to be. Under no form of government is it so necessary thus to combine efficiency and morality, high principle and rough common sense, justice and the sturdiest physical and moral courage, as in a republic. It is absolutely impossible for a republic long to endure if it becomes either corrupt or cowardly; if its public men, no less than its private men, lose the indispensable virtue of honesty, if its leaders of thought become visionary doctrinaires, or if it shows a lack of courage in dealing with the many grave problems which it must surely face both at home and abroad, as it strives to work out the destiny meet for a mighty Nation.
"It is only through the party system that free governments are now successfully carried on, and yet we must keep ever vividly before us that the usefulness of a party is strictly limited by its usefulness to the State, and that in the long run he serves his party best who helps to make it instantly responsive to every need of the people and to the highest demands of that spirit which tends to drive us onward and upward."
It is perhaps worthy of note that in his inaugural address he recommended the admission of women to the suffrage in voting upon school matters. Not till many years later, in 1911, did he come out openly in favor of general suffrage for women.
His first message to the Legislature, sent in on January 4, attracted unusual attention and was warmly commended by the press, by none more so than the few Independent journals, which had not found themselves able to support his candidacy. The part of his message which commanded heartiest approval was that in which he condemned the law "taking the starch out of the Civil Service," of which his Platt predecessor in the Governorship had secured the enactment, and recommended its repeal and the restoration of the original law.
In considering Roosevelt's administration as Governor it should be borne in mind that he came into office when the boss system of political control was at the very summit of its power. Senator Platt was the absolute owner of the Republican party in the State. When it was in office, he was the real ruler of the State. He dictated all appointments, including those for the bench, and exercised all the powers of the Legislature. Under the- guise of campaign contributions, he collected vast sums from the corporations and these he used to defray the election expenses of candidates for the Legislature, with the tacit or implied understanding that when elected they should follow his "orders" in all cases in which he chose to issue them. If they disobeyed, they knew they would not be re-nominated. The corporations gave their contributions also with the tacit understanding that their interests would be protected, that legislation which, they desired would be enacted, and that legislation which they considered hostile would fail. They sent no agents to Albany, but personally saw Platt in his New York office. The corporations not only made heavy campaign contributions to him as the Republican boss, but to the Democratic boss as well, so that whatever party was in power in the State, the interests of the corporations were protected. In emergencies, both party bosses worked together to give the desired and paid for protection. Roosevelt knew all about this combination of Big Bosses and Big Business because of his experience in the Legislature, where he had on more than one occasion found both bosses united in defense of their "invisible government" against his efforts to impair its unlawful and corrupt privileges. He entered upon his duties with full knowledge of the evil with which he had to contend. His two years in the Governorship mark the beginning of an epoch in American history, for during those years he dealt the first of a series of deadly blows at the "invisible government" which ended finally in its destruction and permanent disappearance from American political life. The Big Boss is no more. He survives in modified form in Tammany Hall, and perhaps in other local organizations, but as a national power he has passed from the scene. His downfall dates from the advent of Governor Roosevelt at Albany, as this narrative will show as it proceeds. That of Big Business, as the partner in political and business misconduct, dates also from the same advent, for a new era in governmental regulation and control was inaugurated then.
Senator Platt was not long in discovering that Roosevelt and not Platt was thenceforth Governor of the State. A short time before the inauguration, Platt, who at the time was an old and feeble man, asked Roosevelt to call on him, which he did. One of the important positions that the new Governor would have to fill was that of Superintendent of Public Works. Under the previous administration there had been gross scandals in the canal construction work, which was in charge of this department of the State government, and the selection of a new head for it was the most important one that Roosevelt would have to make. When he called upon Platt the latter informed him that he was glad to say he had found an admirable man for the place, had offered it to him and had just received a telegram from him saying he would accept it. Roosevelt, realizing the importance of the crisis thus created, replied that he was very sorry but he could not appoint the man. An explosion followed, but Roosevelt remained calm, saying again that he must decline to accept any man chosen for him and must choose one for himself. He politely and firmly maintained his position. Platt ultimately yielded and Roosevelt appointed the man of his own choice, an eminent engineer and veteran of the Civil War, who administered the office with honesty and efficiency. Roosevelt also appointed a commission consisting of two Democratic lawyers of high standing to investigate the conduct of the Republican officials who had mismanaged canal affairs and whom he had declined to reappoint, for the purpose of ascertaining if they were criminally liable under the law. His desires in appointing this commission were set forth in a letter which he wrote, on January 3, 1899, to Benjamin B. Odell, Jr., who was then Chairman of the Republican State Committee and the foremost of Platt's trusted lieutenants: "I would like to appoint a counsel to represent me in this canal business, and in view of the possibility and even probability of failure, I want to get a strong man, one who is not identified in any way with my interests, so that there shall be no possible question as to our having made every effort to get a conviction, so far as the effort can properly and honestly be made. With this end in view I think I shall appoint X., of Buffalo. They say he is a very big lawyer, and I believe he supported Bacon (the Independent candidate for Governor)—a harmless form of entertainment on his part."
The investigation was made and the Commission reported that it would be inadvisable to prosecute for criminal conduct because of the impossibility of securing a conviction.
From the beginning of his administration Roosevelt consulted Platt in regard to appointments and other matters, meeting him generally in New York City at the end of the week, usually at breakfast at a hotel or in a private house. He did this because Platt being in Washington and Roosevelt himself in Albany, it was the most convenient meeting-place, especially for the Senator, who was in infirm health. There was never any secrecy about these meetings, Roosevelt insisting that full publicity be given to them; nevertheless they were uniformly interpreted by the Governor's Independent critics as affording indubitable evidence of his complete subserviency to Platt and as proof of his infidelity to his virtuous professions. They were nothing of the sort. Frequently other persons were present, men who were interested in various reform measures, and the invariable object was to get Platt's unwilling consent to legislation and other acts, which were distasteful to him. No impartial person can examine the records of Roosevelt's administration at Albany and not reach the conclusion that in all matters of serious controversy with Platt, at these breakfasts and elsewhere, Roosevelt came out victor. As he says in his 'Autobiography':
"My object was to make it as easy as possible for him (Platt) to come with me. As long as there was no clash between us there was no object in my seeing him; it was only when the clash came or was imminent that I had to see him. A series of breakfasts was always a prelude to some active warfare. In every instance I substantially carried my point, although in some cases not in exactly the way I had originally hoped."
Platt himself bears similar testimony, for in his 'Autobiography,' he says:
"Roosevelt had from the first agreed that he would consult me on all questions of appointments, Legislature or party policy. He religiously fulfilled this pledge, although he frequently did just what he pleased. In consulting me, Roosevelt proved himself the antithesis of X., who repudiated every contract he ever made with me."
An impartial and just verdict was pronounced in the same matter many years later by the New York Times. When in September, 1918, a member of Tammany Hall was made the Democratic candidate for Governor of New York, the Evening Post reverted to its original contention that the breakfasts were proof for Roosevelt's subserviency to Platt by saying: "Will he (the Tammany candidate) come down to the city to lunch regularly with Murphy (the Tammany boss) as Theodore Roosevelt used to come to breakfast with Platt." On this the Times commented: "If he does, and the luncheons don't do Murphy any more good than the breakfasts used to do Platt, there is not much for us to worry about."
   Roosevelt's method of dealing with the Senator is clearly shown in the letters he wrote to Platt from time to time. One under date of February 10, 1899, when the question of appointing a new Surrogate for New York City was under consideration, runs as follows:
"Let me again say, my dear Senator, what I know you are aware of, that in this business about the Surrogate, I have not the slightest purpose beyond getting a thoroughly good man who will do the work well, who is a Republican, but who is also a man thoroughly satisfactory to the bar and to the people."
Precisely such a man was ultimately appointed.
Similar ideas of public service are expressed in a letter which he wrote on January 26, 1899, to William M. Collier, whom he had appointed a member of the State Civil Service Commission:
"I am sure you will justify my choice. I believe you to be a thoroughly excellent man. We must keep the management of the law up to the highest point; I want to make civil service reform a big feature of my administration."
Early in his administration a very persistent and formidable effort was made to induce him to pardon a woman convicted and sentenced to death for the murder of a member of her own sex. Some of his most devoted friends joined in this effort, among them Jacob A. Riis, to whom he wrote as follows on February 8, 1899:
"This is a woman convicted of a very cruel murder of another woman. I have exactly the same feeling that you have about womanhood and about the burdens which nature has placed upon woman and the duty of man to make them as light as possible. For instance, where a poor seduced girl kills her child to hide her shame, I would infinitely rather punish the man who seduced her than the poor creature who actually committed the murder. But there are some fiends among women, and I hardly think, old man, that we help womanhood by helping these exceptions."
To another of the petitioners, who had clearly aroused his righteous wrath by a suggestion of political consequences, he wrote on February 21, 1899:
"You may rest assured that the last thing that will influence me will be any statement that no man can become President if he allows a woman to be executed. In the first place, being myself sane, I have no thought of becoming President. In the next place, I should heartily despise the public servant who failed to do his duty because it might jeopardize his own future."
He refused to pardon the woman and she was executed as sentenced, and no harmful political consequences ensued.
A very interesting letter, written on February 10, 1899, to Andrew D. White, U. S. Ambassador at Berlin, gives a frank revelation of his ambition as Governor and his views of his own political future:
'' So far I am getting along well but it means an infinity of hard work and a great deal of resolution with no small amount of tact and good nature. The satisfaction, which I have is that I don't look for anything more in politics. People are continually writing me that my career has only begun, and they make me almost angry, for my usefulness in my present office is largely conditional in the fact that I don't expect to hold another, and so nobody has got a twist on me in any way. I could not get along at all if I had to try and shape my course with a view to favors to come, either from the people or from the politicians. I hope to keep the party united and to make a good Governor, and if I can go out having done that, I shall be more than contented."
One of Roosevelt's most valued and devoted friends was James C. Carter, who for many years was universally recognized as the leader of the bar of New York City and as one of the ablest and most highly honored of its citizens. Mr. Carter had written to the Governor a friendly criticism upon some of his public utterances and in reply, on June 7, 1899, Roosevelt wrote:
"I am very much obliged to you for your letter of the 2nd instant and genuinely appreciate it. I realize just the danger that you speak of in making such utterances as I make; but it has always seemed to me that an almost greater danger is that of hypocritically stating that one can do more than one intends or can possibly be done. I have gone on the principle of telling the reformers just as I tell the politicians, exactly what I will do, and then doing it right' up to the handle. Of course I have made mistakes and I will make more, but I don't think they will be vital, and at any rate the whole game will be played on the table and not under it—if you will pardon the simile."
The dominating achievement of Roosevelt's first year in the Governorship was his success in compelling the Legislature to pass a law taxing as realty the franchises of the public service corporations of the State. For many years valuable franchises of this kind had been granted by the Legislature without provision for just compensation to the State, generally through arrangements made by the recipients with the party bosses, often by direct bribery of legislators. Roosevelt had become familiar with this abuse while member of the Legislature and had entered upon the Governorship with a clear conviction that the abuse should not only be arrested but that means should be devised for enabling the State to secure the income of which it had been deprived. He refused to permit the grant of new franchises on the old terms and turned his attention to the preparation of remedial measures. The most valuable of these franchises had been granted to street railway companies in the city of New York, made enormously more valuable by the substitution of electric for other power.
A bill had been introduced in the Legislature of 1898 providing a form of taxation on public service franchises but it had made no progress. It was reintroduced in 1899. Roosevelt gave it careful examination, and became convinced of its wisdom and justice, or, as he expressed it, what it proposed to do was "a matter of plain decency and honesty." As under the rules of the Legislature a bill could always be taken up out of its turn and passed if the Governor sent in a special emergency message on its behalf, Roosevelt decided to take that course. The moment his purpose was made known to Platt and his machine leaders, they • implored him, threatened him, and used every means they could devise to turn him from his purpose. They assured him that if he took this action he could never again be nominated for any public office, as no corporation would subscribe to a campaign fund if he was on the ticket, and all corporations would subscribe to a fund of the opposite party to beat him.
This was frank recognition of the real cause of their wrath and dismay, namely, that the bill aimed a deadly blow at the very center of the Big Boss and Big Business combination, for if it were to pass the Legislature, no corporation would buy protection in future because of uncertainty that the goods would be delivered.
Roosevelt saw all and listened to all, but declined to be swerved. The bill had passed the Senate and had been "hung up" in the Assembly. The Legislature was on the eve of adjournment, and the opponents of the bill were sure that its doom was sealed. On the evening of April 28, the Legislature being in session, Roosevelt sent an emergency message to the Assembly, demanding the immediate passage of the bill. The machine leaders were beside themselves with wrath, and the Platt Speaker tore up the message without sending it to the Assembly. At seven o'clock the next morning the Governor was informed of what had occurred. At eight o'clock he reached his office, and sent immediately by the hand of his secretary another emergency message to the Speaker, which opened as follows: "I learn that the emergency message which I sent last evening to the Assembly on behalf of the Franchise Tax Bill has not been read. I therefore send hereby another message on the subject.  I need not impress upon the Assembly the need of passing this bill at once.''
The secretary conveyed to the Speaker an intimation from the Governor that if this were not promptly read the Governor would appear in person and read it. The opposition collapsed and the bill was taken up and passed by a large majority.
The outcry against the bill had not been confined to' the bosses of the two parties who had united for its defeat through the instinct of preservation. A large portion of the press had also opposed it, treating it as a demagogic measure, conceived in the spirit of unreasoning hostility to wealth and advocated by Roosevelt in the hope of gaining popular support. As soon as it was passed, the party bosses and the lawyers of the corporations affected, united in impressing upon the Governor their profound convictions that it contained inadvisable provisions in regard to the methods of levying taxation, urging him not to sign it, but to wait a year until a more perfect measure could be passed at the next session. The Governor had 30 days in which to sign the bill. He told the objectors that he agreed with them as to the defective provisions, but that he would rather have it with them than not have it at all; that he was not willing to trust to what might be done a year later, and that he would, therefore, reconvene the Legislature in special session and seek to have the bill amended; that if the Legislature declined to amend it, he would sign it in its present form. On May 22, 1899, he issued a call for a special session in which he set forth his attitude toward the form of taxation embodied in the bill, in a statement which is of permanent interest as showing the motives which actuated him not only then but in other efforts in the direction of governmental control and regulation which he made a few years later as President of the United States:
"I am perfectly well aware, as Chief Justice Marshall says, 'The power of taxation is the power of destruction.' But this applies to every species of property. If demagogues or ignorant enthusiasts who are misled by demagogues, could succeed in destroying wealth, they would, of course, simply work the ruin of the entire community, and, first of all, of the unfortunates for whom they profess to feel an especial interest. But the very existence of unreasoning hostility to wealth should make us all the more careful in seeing that wealth does nothing to justify such hostility. We are the true friends of the men of means; we are the true friends of the lawful corporate interests, which do good work for the community, when we insist that the men of means and the great corporations shall pay their full share of taxes and have their full share of the public burdens. If this is done, then, sooner or later, will follow public recognition of the fact that it is done; and when there is no legitimate basis for discontent the American public is sure, sooner or later, to cease feeling discontent."
The critics and opponents of his course in securing the enactment of the bill had charged, while the measure was pending, among other things, that he was acting from impulse and in a reckless disregard of consequences, not fully realizing what he was doing. When his call for a special session appeared they declared that it was a humiliating confession of ignorance on his part, of his own inability to frame an effective measure. On this form of attack the Tribune of May 23, 1899, commented as follows:
"Governor Roosevelt's course in calling the extra session of the Legislature is in sharp contrast with what would be regarded as 'good policy' by 'sharp politicians.' His engaging frankness in dealing with public problems takes their breath away.
"It is easy to say that the Governor has called the extra session to get himself out of a scrape, and people who want him to be in a scrape are quick to say it. As a matter of fact, the extra session was called at the suggestion of the franchise-holders.''
Efforts were made when the special session came together to outwit and defeat the Governor by various devices. One was to withdraw the law and thus prevent him from signing it in its present form. Another was to pass amendments that would nullify its effect. He defeated all of these by holding the original bill as a whip over the heads of the machine leaders, saying it could not be withdrawn and he would sign it at once unless such changes as he desired were made. The bill was amended as he requested and was passed by large majorities in the two houses.
No sooner had it become law than the lawyers of the corporations who had asked for the changes, challenged its constitutionality in the courts and based their challenge on the changes which they themselves had requested. One of these legal luminaries was David Bennett Hill, at various times Democratic Governor, Democratic Boss and United States Senator. For six years the constitutionality of the law was disputed in the courts. It was sustained first in the Supreme Court of the State; then, on April 23, 1903, unanimously sustained by the Court of Appeals of New York; and, finally, on May 29, 1905, also unanimously, by the Supreme Court of the United States. Among the counsel assailing the constitutionality of the act were several of the most eminent corporation lawyers of New York City.
When the final decision was rendered there was paid over to the State Treasury taxes which had been withheld, amounting with interest for six years, to more than $26,000,000.
In addition to the Franchise Tax Law the Governor, by persistent personal effort, secured the passage by the Legislature of 1899 of a new Civil Service Law which he pronounced the "best in the Nation." He had during his service as Governor continued his investigations of tenement house conditions in New York and had secured the passage of a law, which was the first effective exercise of real and intelligent supervision of industries carried on in tenement-houses. It abolished "sweat-shops" from New York City for all time. "Not a single law," he said in reviewing the Legislature's work, "has been put on the statute books which ought not to be put there, and not a single appointment had been made which ought not to have been made." After the adjournment of the Legislature and before the special session was called, Senator Platt wrote a long letter to Roosevelt which is of interest not only in revealing Platt's mental attitude toward the Franchise Tax measure but in revealing also the fact that in forcing the Legislature to act in the matter the Governor had not consulted the boss. In his letter the Senator said:
"When the subject of your nomination was under consideration, there was one matter that gave me real anxiety. I think you will have no trouble in appreciating the fact that it was not the matter of your independence.
"The thing that did bother me was this: I had heard from a good many sources that you were a little loose on the relations of capital and labor, on trusts and combinations, and, indeed, on those numerous questions which have recently arisen in politics affecting the security of earnings and the right of a man to run his own business in his own way, with due respect of course to the Ten Commandments and the Penal Code. Or, to get at it even more clearly, I understood from a number of business men, and among them many of your own personal friends, that you entertained various altruistic ideas, all very well in their way, but which before they could safely be put into law needed very profound consideration. . . . You have just adjourned a Legislature which created a good opinion throughout the State. I congratulate you heartily upon this fact because I sincerely believe, as everybody else does, that this good impression exists very largely as a result of your personal influence in the Legislative chambers. But at the last moment, and to my very great surprise, you did a thing which has caused the business community of New York to wonder how far the notions of Populism, as laid down in Kansas and Nebraska, have taken hold upon the Republican party of the State of New York."
The Senator's curious use of the word "altruistic" caused Roosevelt much amusement. In his reply he assured the Senator that he was as much opposed to Populism in every stage as the greatest representatives of corporate wealth were, and defined his real position as follows:
 "I do not believe that it is wise or safe for us as a party to take refuge in mere negation and to say that there are no evils to be corrected. It seems to me that our attitude should be one of correcting the evils and thereby showing) that, whereas the Populists, Socialists and others really do not correct the evils at all, or else only do so at the expense of producing others in aggravated form, on the contrary we Republicans hold the just balance and set ourselves as resolutely against improper corporate influence on the one hand as against demagogy and mob rule on the other. I understand perfectly that such an attitude of moderation is apt to be misunderstood when passions are greatly excited and when victory is apt to rest with the extremists on one side or the other; yet I think it is in the long run the only wise attitude. ... I appreciate absolutely (what Mr. Platt had said) that any applause I get will be too evanescent for a moment's consideration. I appreciate absolutely that the people who now loudly approve of my action in the franchise tax will forget all about it in a fortnight, and that, on the other hand, the very powerful interests adversely affected will always remember it."
 When preparations were in progress for the parade in New York City in honor of Admiral Dewey, the hero of the Battle of Manila, Governor Roosevelt wrote on August 8, 1899, this characteristic letter to Avery D. Andrews, his former associate in the Police Board and at the time Adjutant General of the State:
"Everybody seems to be united in wanting me to ride at the head of the militia in the Dewey parade. What do you think of it ? If you think well of it, will you, in the first place, engage for me that black horse I rode up to camp as my steed, and will you in the next place tell me what I should wear? I know I have got to wear a black coat and a top hat. Would it do for me to wear a black cutaway coat, gray riding breeches and black top boots, or do I have to wear a black frock coat, which is an uncomfortable thing to ride in? The average Governor, I suppose, rides in gray trousers. Is this necessary? I suppose I have got to make up my mind to look either like a fake riding school master, or else like the president of a St. Patrick's day procession on parade. Which of these disagreeable alternatives is the best?"
His experience with the Franchise Tax question had turned Roosevelt's mind naturally to the consideration of trusts. On August 15, 1899, he wrote to Charles F. Scott, a Kansas friend:
"I have been in a great quandary over trusts. I do not know what attitude to take. I do not intend to play a demagogue. On the other hand, I do intend, so far as in me lies, to see that the rich man is held to the same accountability as the poor man, and when the rich man is rich enough to buy unscrupulous advice from very able lawyers; this is not always easy."
In the midst of his struggles with Senator Platt and the Legislature he began during his first term as Governor to write the "Life of Oliver Cromwell," completing it in the summer of 1899. 


