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CHAPTER THIRTEEN 

THEODORE ROOSEVELT AND HIS TIME 
 NOMINATED AND ELECTED VICE-PRESIDENT

early in the second year of his term as Governor, in fact, near the close of the first year, Roosevelt's peace of mind began to be disturbed by proposals to have him nominated for Vice-President. On December 29, 1899, he wrote as follows about it to Senator Lodge:
"Platt told me that you and Chandler wanted me nominated; that some of the far-Western Senators wanted me because they thought I would strengthen the ticket in their States; but that the general opinion was that it would not be a wise move for me personally as I should be simply shelved as Vice-President and could do nothing, for if I did anything I should attract suspicion and antagonism. All my Western friends keep writing me to the same effect. I do not think I have had a letter from any of them advising me to take the nomination, and I have had scores advising me not to take it."
Writing again to Senator Lodge, on January 22, 1900, he said:
"On Saturday Platt for the first time stated to me very strongly that he believed I ought to take the Vice-Presidency both for national and for State reasons. I believe Platt rather likes me, though I render him uncomfortable for some of the things I do."
On February 1, 1900, he wrote a long letter to Senator Platt giving his reasons for not desiring the nomination:
"I can't help feeling more and more that the Vice-Presidency is not an office in which I could do anything and not an office in which a man still vigorous and not past middle life has much chance of doing anything. I have thoroughly enjoyed being Governor. I have kept every promise, expressed or implied, I made on the stump and I feel that the Republican party is stronger before the State because of my incumbency. Certainly everything is being managed now on a perfectly straight basis and every office is as clean as a whistle. Now, I should like to be Governor for another term, especially ,if we are able to take hold of the canal in serious shape. But as Vice-President I don't see there is anything I can do. I would be simply a presiding officer and that I should find a bore."
Writing again to Senator Lodge, on February 2, 1900, he said:
"In the Vice-Presidency I could do nothing. I am a comparatively young man yet and I like work. I do not like to be a figure-head. It would not entertain me to preside in the Senate. I should be in a cold shiver of rage at
inability to answer hounds like P *blank*	 and scarcely more
admirable  M*blank*and H*blank*. So, old man, I am going to declare decisively that I want to be Governor and do not want
to be Vice-President."
On the following day, February 3, 1900, in a letter to Senator Lodge, he explained why Senator Platt was in favor of the nomination:
"I have found out one reason why Senator Platt wants me nominated for the Vice-Presidency. The big moneyed men with whom he is in close touch and whose campaign contributions have certainly been no inconsiderable factor in his strength, have been pressing him very strongly to get me put in the Vice-Presidency, so as to get me out of the State. It was the big insurance companies, possessing enormous wealth, that gave Payn his formidable strength, and they to a man want me out. The great corporations affected by the franchise tax, have also been at the Senator. In fact, all the big moneyed interests that make campaign contributions of large size and feel that they should have favors in return, are extremely anxious to get me out of the State. I find that they have been at Platt for the last two or three months and he has finally begun to yield to them and to take their view. Outside of that the feeling here is very strong against my going. In fact, all of my friends in the State would feel that I was deserting them, and are simply unable to understand my considering it."
Writing to Senator Platt on February 7, 1900, he expressed a decided preference for some other position:
"The more I have thought over it, the more I have felt that I would a great deal rather be anything, say professor of history, than Vice-President.''
On April 3, 1900, he sent to Senator Marcus A. Hanna, who was opposed to his nomination, his reasons for not desiring it:
"Let me point out that I am convinced that I can do most good to the national ticket by running as Governor of this State. There will be in New York a very curious feeling of resentment both against myself and against the party leaders if I run as Vice-President, and this will affect our vote I believe; whereas if I run as Governor I can strengthen the national ticket more than in any other way. I do not think we can afford to take liberties in this State."
In common with his other friends I was strongly opposed to the nomination of Roosevelt for Vice-President. Throughout his service as Governor I had been in constant and intimate association with him and had been fully informed of every step that he had taken in his efforts to put his ideas into practise, including his struggles with Senator Platt. There was no doubt in my mind that desire to get him out of the State was the chief if not the sole cause of the movement to nominate him for the Vice-Presidency. His usefulness to the State had been shown to be so great that it seemed to me nothing less than a public misfortune to take him away at what was really only the opening stage of his work, and in the hope of defeating the movement, I wrote letters to men of influence in the Republican party at Washington and elsewhere entreating them to oppose it. Among others I wrote to my long-time friend John Hay, then Secretary of State. He was a close friend and admirer of Senator Hanna, and his reply, which undoubtedly reflected the views of the Senator, is of interest as demonstrating the risk involved in political prophecy.
department of state, washington, April 14, 1900. My dear Bishop:
I have your letter of the 10th of April, and I think you are unduly alarmed.
There is no instance on record of an election of a Vice-President by violence, and I think people here are looking in quite another direction.
Yours sincerely,
john hay.
If there was at that time no record of an election of a Vice-President by violence, a record was soon to be made of the nomination of a candidate for that office by precisely that method.
Only a few days earlier, April 11, 1900, Roosevelt, who cordially approved my efforts to secure opposition to the Vice-President movement, wrote to me:
"The dangerous element, as far as I am concerned, comes from the corporations. The (naming certain men) crowd and those like them have been greatly exasperated by the franchise tax. They would like to get me out of politics for good, but at the moment they think the best thing to do is to put me into the Vice-Presidency. Naturally I will not be opposed openly on the ground of the corporations' grievance; but every kind of false statement will continually be made, and men like (naming the editors of certain newspapers) will attack me, not as the enemy of corporations, but as their tool! There is no question whatever that if the leaders can they will upset me.''
In similar vein he wrote to John Proctor Clarke, on April 15, 1900:
"There is unquestionably a strong desire to make me take the Vice-Presidency. Many corporations have served notice on the Republican leaders that they won't contribute if I am nominated for Governor, and that they will do their best to beat me. This is mainly on account of the franchise tax, but also on account of various other acts which I am bound to say I still regard as extremely creditable—as, to be frank, I do their whole opposition, if it comes to that."
Senator Platt's perturbed state of mind is revealed in the following letter from Roosevelt to Senator Lodge, on June 9, 1900:
'' Senator Platt is not in a pleasant frame of mind with me, chiefly because of the franchise tax. He told me last night that he thought it would lose me so many votes as to jeopardize my election."
On June 12, 1900, a week before the assembling of the National Republican Convention, Roosevelt wrote to General F. V. Greene:
"The Organization, pressed by the corporations, is still very anxious to have me nominated for the Vice-Presidency. .It is, however, entirely too late now for me to alter my position. I will not accept under any circumstances, and that is all there is about it."
The National Republican Convention met at Philadelphia on June 19, 1900. Roosevelt attended as a delegate from New York and was genuinely surprised to discover on arrival that there was a very strong sentiment among the delegates in favor of his nomination. Just what happened subsequently is best told in letters that he wrote to his friends after the convention adjourned. Writing to the Rev. Dr. Lyman Abbott on June 27, 1900, he said:
   "The nomination came to me at Philadelphia simply be cause the bulk of the enormous majority of the delegates were bent upon having me whether I wished it or not, and all the more because Senator Hanna objected to it. Senator Platt wished me nominated and, as you saw, I absolutely upset him and stood the New York machine on its head, forcing them without one exception to stand against me and support another candidate. "When I did this I supposed that it completely dissipated the possibility of my nomination. The effect was just the opposite. The delegates who had already been saying that they would not have Senator Hanna dictate whom they should or should not nominate, now merely said: ' So Roosevelt has stood Platt on his head, has he? Well, that settles it. We might not wish him placed on the ticket by Platt, but now we have got to have him anyway.' "
To Hon. Geo. H. Lyman, he wrote on June 27, 1900: "Every real friend of mine will consistently speak of me as exactly what I am—the man chosen because it is believed he will add strength to a cause which, however, is already infinitely stronger than any strength of his—a man absolutely and entirely, in the second place, whom it is grossly absurd and unjust to speak of in any other capacity. This is the attitude which must be assumed in the most emphatic way."
On the same date he wrote to Senator Hanna proffering his campaign services:
"I wish in this campaign to do whatever you think wise—• whatever is likely to produce the best results for the Republican ticket. I am as strong as a bull moose and you can use me to the limit. One side of the problem is the fact that I must not seem to neglect my duties as Governor of New York."
While the nomination had not been welcomed by him, Roosevelt accepted it philosophically and regarded it as marking the end of his political career. He said to me at the time that he felt neither disappointment nor depression ; that he had won a modest amount of military honor, had been Governor of New York, as well as held other important public offices, and could leave to his children the record of a career of which they would not be ashamed. As for occupation, he proposed to resume study of the law and enter upon active practise of that profession. He added: "If I have been put on the shelf, my enemies will find that I can make it a cheerful place of abode.''
To Edward S. Martin, he wrote in similar vein on November 22, 1900:
"I do not expect to go any further in politics. Heaven knows there is no reason to expect that a man of so many and so loudly and not always wisely expressed convictions on so many different subjects should go so far! But I have had a first-class run for my money, and I honestly think I have accomplished a certain amount."
Among the first to congratulate Roosevelt on his nomination was Secretary Hay who wrote to him on June 21, 1900:
"As it is all over but the shouting, I take a moment of this cool morning of the longest day in the year to offer you my cordial congratulations. The week has been a racking one to you. But I have no doubt the future will make amends. You have received the greatest compliment the country could pay you, and although it is not precisely what you and your friends desire, I have no doubt it is all for the best. Nothing can keep you from doing good work wherever you are—nor from getting lots of fun out of it.
"We Washingtonians, of course, have our own little point of view. You can't lose us; and we shall be uncommonly glad to see you here again."
To which Roosevelt replied on June 25, 1900, from Sagamore Hill:
"Well, I now join the innumerable throng of New York's Vice-Presidential progeny in esse or posse. I should like to have stayed where there was real work; but I would be a fool not to appreciate and be deeply touched by the way I was nominated; and the one great thing at the next election is to reelect the President, and if my candidacy helps toward that end, well and good.
"If only the New York machine (which I had to stand on its head, as a preliminary) will defer its policy of feeding grudges fat until after election! I earnestly hope they will nominate in my place some man who will strengthen, not weaken, the national ticket."
Before finishing his duties as Governor, Roosevelt had an opportunity, which he was prompt to improve to the utmost, to show his mettle, as the Chief Executive of the State. On the eve of the Presidential election in November, 1900, the Tammany Chief of Police issued an official order to his subordinates directing them to disregard orders that had been issued by the Chief of the State Bureau of Elections, orders that were essential to the securing of an honest election in the city. Roosevelt had, as Governor, no power over the Chief of Police but he had power over the Mayor of the city, and from his residence in Oyster Bay where he was at the time, he sent the following letters:
state of new york
oyster bay, November 5, 1900.
To the Mayor of the City of New York.
sir: My attention has been called to the official order issued by Chief of Police Devery, in which he directs his subordinates to disregard the Chief of the State Election Bureau, John McCullagh, and his deputies. Unless you have already taken steps to secure the recall of this order, it is necessary for me to point out that I shall be obliged to hold you responsible as the head of the city government for the action of the Chief of Police, if it should result in any breach of the peace and intimidation or any crime whatever against the election laws. The State and city authorities should work together. I will not fail to call to summary account either State or city authority in the event of either being guilty of intimidation or connivance at fraud or of failure to protect every legal voter in his rights. I therefore hereby notify you that in the event of any wrongdoing following upon the failure immediately to recall Chief Devery's order, or upon any action or inaction on the part of Chief Devery, I must necessarily call you to account.
Yours, etc.,
theodore roosevelt.
state of new yobk
oyster bay, November 5, 1900. To the Sheriff of the County of New York.
sir: My attention has been called to the official order issued by Chief of Police Devery, in which he directs his subordinates to disregard the Chief of the State Election Bureau, John McCullagh, and his deputies.
It is your duty to assist in the orderly enforcement of the law, and I shall hold you strictly responsible for any breach of the public peace within your county, or for any failure on your part to do your full duty in connection with the election to-morrow.
Yours truly,
theodore roosevelt.
state oF new york
oyster bay, November 5, 1900. To the District Attorney of the Cowity of New York.
sir: My attention has been called to the official order issued by Chief of Police Devery, in which he directs his subordinates to disregard the Chief of the State Election Bureau, John McCullagh, and his deputies.
In view of this order I call your attention to the fact that it is your duty to assist in the orderly enforcement of the law, and there must be no failure on your part to do your full duty in the matter.
Yours truly,
theodore roosevelt.
The effect of the letters was instantaneous. The Mayor directed the Chief of Police to rescind his order, and the Sheriff also took prompt action. The District Attorney refused to heed the letter addressed to him, assumed an attitude of defiance of the Governor, and Roosevelt removed him from office. A quiet and honest election followed.
Secretary Hay wrote a congratulatory letter to the Governor on his performance, and to this Roosevelt replied on November 10, 1900:
"I am really grateful to Croker for making Devery commit an overt act which put the whole gang in my power. I immediately took some secret steps which have never come out, getting into communication with the Adjutant General instantly, so that in the event of need I could have any regiment of the National Guard out at once. I believed that they would take water as they actually did. If they had not, I would have taken off the heads of the Mayor, Sheriff and District Attorney within 48 hours—that is, just long enough for the legal formalities of a trial to be complied with, and if by any possible construction I could have gotten at Croker and Hearst, I should have done all that was within my power to make them pay to the last cent for any misconduct, which really would have been due to them."
While devoting his energies unremittingly to his duties as Governor, Roosevelt followed closely all developments in national and international affairs and expressed his views thereon freely in his correspondence with friends. When the first Hay-Pauncefote treaty was published, in 1900, he took a position in regard to its provisions which foreshadowed accurately the course that he followed later as President in securing the fortification of the Panama Canal. Writing to Capt, A. T. Mahan on February 14, 1900, he said:
'' As you know, I am heartily friendly to England, but I cannot help feeling that the State Department has made a great error in the canal treaty. We really make not only England but all the great continental powers our partners in tb.6 transaction, and I do not see why we should dig the canal if we are not to fortify it so as to insure its being used for ourselves and against our foes in time of war."
He gave public expression also to his disapproval of the treaty, with effects described in the following letter to Dr. Albert Shaw:
"My published statement about the canal treaty has, as I anticipated it would, caused no little trouble. Hay has written me a confidential letter of grieved protest. To me his position is simply incomprehensible."
To Secretary Hay's remonstrance Roosevelt replied as follows on February 18, 1900:
state of new york,
executive chamber, albany,
February 18, 1900.
I hesitated long before I said anything about the treaty through sheer dread of two moments—that in which I should receive your note, and that in which I should receive Cabot's (Senator Henry Cabot Lodge). But I made up my mind that at least I wished to be on record; for to my mind this step is one backward, and it may be fraught with very great mischief. You have been the greatest Secretary of State I have seen in my time—Olney comes second—but at this moment I cannot, try as I may, see that you are right. Understand me. When the treaty is adopted, as I suppose it will be, I shall put the best face possible on it, and shall back the Administration as heartily as ever; but oh, how I wish you and the President would drop the treaty and push through a bill to build and fortify our own canal.
My objections are twofold. First, as to naval policy. If the proposed canal had been in existence in '98, the Oregon could have come more quickly through to the Atlantic; but this fact would have been far outweighed by the fact that Cervera's fleet would have had open to it the chance of itself going through the canal, and thence sailing to attack Dewey or to menace our stripped Pacific Coast. If that canal is open to the warships of an enemy, it is a menace to us in time of war; it is an added burden, an additional strategic point to be guarded by our fleet. If fortified by us, it becomes one of the most potent sources of our possible sea strength. Unless so fortified it strengthens against us every nation whose fleet is larger than ours. One prime reason for fortifying our great seaports is to unfetter our fleet, to release it for offensive purposes; and the proposed canal would fetter it again, for our fleet would have to watch it, and therefore do the work which a fort should do; and what it could do much better.
Secondly, as to the Monroe Doctrine. If we invite foreign powers to a joint ownership, a joint guarantee, of what so vitally concerns us but a little way from our borders, how can we possibly object to similar joint action say in Southern Brazil or Argentina, where our interests are so much less evident? If Germany has the same right that we have in the canal across Central America, why not in the partition of any part of Southern America? To my mind, we should consistently refuse to all European powers the right to control, in any shape, any territory in the Western Hemisphere which they do not already hold.
As for existing treaties—I do not admit the "dead hand" of the treaty making power in the past. A treaty can always be honorably abrogated—though it must never be abrogated in dishonest fashion.
Yours ever,
theodore Roosevelt.
A few weeks after the election, on November 22, 1900, Roosevelt wrote this characteristically frank and generous letter to ex-President Grover Cleveland:
"During the last campaign I grew more and more to realize the very great service you had rendered to the whole country by what you did about free silver. As I said to a Republican audience in South Dakota, I think your letter on free silver prior to your second nomination was as bold a bit of honest writing as I have ever seen in American public life. And more than anything else it put you in the position of doing for the American public in this matter of free silver what at that time no other man could have done. I think now we have definitely won out on the free silver business and, therefore, I think you are entitled to thanks and congratulations."
It may not be inappropriate for me to add to this just tribute a brief account of a personal interview which I had with Mr. Cleveland, at his house in New York City, in the winter of 1891. It was soon after he had written his letter on the silver question in which he had come out squarely for the maintenance of the gold standard. I told him that I had been watching with great interest the reception given to the letter by Democratic newspapers throughout the country and had been surprised by the small amount of adverse criticism it had aroused. He said, as nearly as I can recall his words and I am sure that I give the substance accurately:
"Well, I have been tempted to say something of the kind for several months, but I refrained because I knew if I said it there would be a cry raised ' Oh, he wants to be President again!' Now, Bishop, I've been President, and a man who has had it once is not overanxious to have it again. But the time seemed to have arrived when I ought to speak and so I let 'em have it.' Then, with a complete change of manner, and with a twinkle in his eye, he grasped me by the knee and in a confidential tone said: Bishop, you'll find there's some pretty good politics in that letter too!"
And there was, for it secured for its writer a unanimous nomination for the Presidency and a triumphant reelection a year later.
Roosevelt's service as Vice-President was destined to be very brief. His anticipatory fears lest he should find the duty of presiding over the Senate a bore were never realized, for he occupied the chair only a week. "Writing, on March 16, 1901, to his friend, Cecil Arthur Spring-Rice, he thus described his experience:
"I have really enjoyed presiding over the Senate for the week the extra session lasted. I shall get fearfully tired in the future no doubt and of course I should like a more active position."
He adhered to his purpose of resuming the study of the law, and wrote to John Proctor Clarke on the subject, on March 29, 1901:
"Just a line in reference to my studying law. I have been one year in the law school and at that time was also in my cousin John's office. Now, could I go into an office in New York—say Evarts & Choate—or study in New York or here in Oyster Bay, so as to get admitted to the bar before the end of my term as Vice President?"
He also wrote on the same subject to Alton B. Parker, then Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals of New York, and three years later his Democratic opponent for the Presidency, and was advised by him to study in the District of Columbia Law School. He accepted this advice in a letter dated May 31, 1901:
"As soon as I get back to Washington I shall begin to attend the law school there and when I have completed my two years' course and feel myself fit I shall apply for the examination.'' 


