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CHAPTER FOURTEEN 
THEODORE ROOSEVELT AND HIS TIME 
PRESIDENT—
EARLY DECLARATIONS OF POLICY

president McKinley, while attending the Pan-American Exposition in Buffalo, on September 6, 1901, was shot by an anarchist. Roosevelt went at once to Buffalo, as did also several members of McKinley's Cabinet. The wound was not regarded by the physicians in attendance as mortal and for a day or two the President's condition seemed so favorable that they declared him to be practically out of danger. On receiving this assurance Roosevelt joined his family in the Adirondacks. A day or two afterwards, September 14, 1901, he went on a long tramp through the forest, climbing Mount Tahawus. As he was descending the mountain and was resting upon a shelf of land which overlooked the surrounding country, he saw a guide approaching on the trail from below. When the guide reached him he handed him a telegram saying that the President was worse and that he should go at once to Buffalo. He was ten miles away from the clubhouse at which he was lodging, and it was then late in the afternoon. It was dark when he reached the clubhouse and it was some time before a horse and wagon could be procured by which he could be conveyed to the nearest railway station, North Creek, which was between forty and fifty miles away. The night was dark and the roads, being the ordinary ones of the wilderness, were far from good. He and the driver were the sole occupants of the vehicle. The horses were changed three times, and the station was reached at dawn, where Roosevelt learned that McKinley was dead, and that he was President of the United States. A special train was awaiting to take him to Buffalo. On the evening of the same day, in the house of a friend, Ansley Wilcox, in Buffalo, he took the oath of office in the presence of Secretary Root and other members of McKinley's Cabinet, and a few other persons. After taking the oath, he said:
"In this hour of deep and terrible national bereavement, I wish to state that it shall be my aim to continue absolutely unbroken the policy of President McKinley for the peace, prosperity and honor of our beloved country."
One of the first letters to reach him was the following from Secretary Hay, written from Washington on September 15,1901, a letter such as only John Hay could write, and which touched Roosevelt very deeply:
My dear Roosevelt:
If the Presidency had come to you in any other way, no one would have congratulated you with better heart than I. My sincere affection and esteem for you, my old-time love for your father—would he could have lived to see you where you are!—would have been deeply gratified.
And even from the depths of the sorrow where I sit, with my grief for the President mingled and confused with that for my boy, so that I scarcely know, from hour to hour, the true source of my tears—I do still congratulate you, not only on the opening of an official career which I know will be glorious, but upon the vast opportunity for useful work which lies before you. With your youth, your ability, your health and strength, the courage God has given you to do right, there are no bounds to the good you can accomplish for your country and the name you will leave in its annals.
My official life is at an end—my natural life will not be long extended; and so, in the dawn of what I am sure will be a great and splendid future, I venture to give you the heartfelt benediction of the past.
God bless you.
Yours faithfully,
john hay.
The new President left Buffalo for Washington on September 16, 1901, and on the following day he called a meeting of the members of the Cabinet and asked them to remain in office, which they consented to do, Hay with the others. He attended the funeral of President McKinley at Canton, Ohio, and on September 20, took up his residence in the White House. In accordance with an invitation which he had sent to me on his journey from Buffalo, I was his guest in the White House on the evening of that day, no one else being present, for his family had not arrived and no other guest had been asked. We had a long and intimate conversation in which he talked freely of his policies and purposes as President. I said to him that no man had ever entered upon the office more absolutely free of all obligation to any one than he had; that he owed his possession of it to no one, but that, on the contrary, he had acceded to it in spite of persistent efforts of his most zealous enemies to prevent him from ever reaching it; and that he would enter upon his duties with the certainty of holding the office for seven years. He replied at once, and with great emphasis:
"I don't know anything about seven years. But this I do know—I am going to be President for three years, and I am going to do my utmost to give the country a good President during that period. I am going to be full President, and I rather be full President for three years than half a President for seven years. Now, mind you, I am no second Grover Cleveland. I admire certain of his qualities, but I have no intention of doing with the Republican party what he did with the Democratic party. I intend to work with my party and to make it strong by making it worthy of popular support."
He went on to say that he should not abandon a single one of the principles that had formed the basis of his public career, and that no matter how powerful might be the influences brought to bear to induce him to waver on a single one of them, he should not yield a hair's breadth. When I dwelt upon the fact that influences which were certain to combine against him were far more powerful than any that he had encountered hitherto, he replied that he was perfectly well aware of that but had no fear of ultimate victory since he was sure that the people would be on his side, and he should always let the people know what he was trying to accomplish.
That he was deeply impressed with the great responsibilities, which had been placed upon him was apparent in all he said to me, and the same feeling found expression in the letters which he wrote at the time. To his friend, Senator Lodge, he wrote on September 23, 1901:
"It is a dreadful thing to come into the Presidency in this way; but it would be a far worse thing to be morbid about it. Here is the task, and I have got to do it to the best of my ability, and that is all there is about it."
To Richard Olney, who had been Secretary of State in President Cleveland's Cabinet, and who had sent him a letter of confidence and good wishes, he replied on the same date:
"I know I need not tell you that I appreciate to the full the burdens placed upon me. All that in me lies to do will be done, to make my work a success. That I shall be able to solve with entire satisfaction to myself or any one else each of the many problems confronting me, I cannot of course hope for, but I shall do my best in each case, and in a reasonable number of cases I shall hope to meet with success. At any rate, I want you to know one thing. I can conscientiously say that my purpose is entirely single. I want to make a good President and to keep the administration upright and efficient; to follow policies external and internal which shall be for the real and ultimate benefit of our people as a whole, and all party considerations will be absolutely secondary."
There was general recognition, not only in Washington but throughout the country, that Roosevelt's accession to the Presidency meant the opening of a new epoch in national history. The Republican party had been for many years becoming more and more the party not merely of conservatives but of reactionaries. Its policy was controlled by the great industrial and commercial interests which had grown into enormous proportions during the preceding quarter of a century. These, with the allied railway interests, constituted a veritable imperium in imperio, an invisible government more powerful than the government itself. The representatives of these interests argued, with all the sincerity of profound conviction, that since under their guidance and through their development the country had attained the greatest prosperity it had ever known, it was only just that the country should be given the kind of government most favorable to them. Their reasoning had never found more complete acceptance than was the case under President McKinley's administration.
The first note of protest lifted by any Republican official and leader had come from Roosevelt while he was Governor of New York. The entire country had heard it, and the powerful interests whose dominion it threatened had combined in a determined effort to render him powerless by "placing him on the shelf" of the Vice-Presidency, thus retiring him from public life. Knowing the man through his course in the Governorship they knew what confronted them when he became the Executive of the nation. The period of complacent acquiescence in things as they were had closed.
A new period, of action in the field of the things that ought to be, was about to open. Henry Adams, who had known Roosevelt long and intimately, in his very remarkable book, "The Education of Henry Adams," says of him as he entered upon the Presidency:
"Power when wielded by abnormal energy is the most serious of facts, and all Roosevelt's friends knew that his restless and combative energy was more than normal. Roosevelt, more than any other living man within the range of notoriety, showed the singular primitive quality that belongs to ultimate matter—the  quality that mediaeval theology assigned to God—he was pure act.''
The record of his first year in the Presidency amply confirms this view of Roosevelt's dominant quality, for it is crowded with action, most of it in directions hitherto carefully selected for inaction.
From the very beginning, the new President left no room for doubt as to his unchanged attitude toward public office and public duty. He stood, as he had throughout his career, for honest, decent and efficient government in the interest of all the people, and whatever change was necessary to secure it, that change he should seek. Regarding his policy towards the new insular possessions, he announced on September 24, 1901, in reply to some inquiries by politicians on the subject, that "absolutely no appointments in the insular possessions will be dictated or controlled by political considerations." On September 26, 1901, he wrote to William H. Hunt, Governor of Porto Rico:
"In dealing with the Philippines, Cuba and Porto Rico my purpose is to give Taft and Wood and yourself the largest liberty of action possible, and the heartiest support on my part. In taking up the question of the lesser appointments I want to consult especially you three men, for I have the utmost confidence in each of you. I shall certainly not appoint any man whom any one of you who has to be over or with that man disapproves of."
In accordance with his purpose of working with the leaders of his party whenever possible rather than against them, he wrote a cordial letter to Senator Marcus A. Hanna, of Ohio, requesting an early conference with him. Senator Hanna had been universally recognized as the "power behind the throne'' in the McKinley administration and there was much speculation as to the maintenance of harmonious relations between him and the new President owing to supposed radical differences of opinion concerning the proper use of public offices. Senator Hanna's response to the President's request, made from Cleveland, date of October 12, 1901, is an interesting document:
"I am in receipt of yours of the 8th inst. and reply that I will see you at the earliest time possible consistent with my duties here. Have had a full talk with Mr. Payne (Chairman of the Republican National Committee, and subsequently Postmaster General in Roosevelt's Cabinet) there are many important matters to be considered from a political standpoint and I am sure we will agree upon a proper course to pursue. Meantime 'go slow.' You will be besieged from all sides and I fear in some cases will get the wrong impression. Hear them all patiently but reserve your decision—unless in cases which may require immediate attention. Then if my advice is of importance Cortelyou can reach me over the 'long distance.' "
The politicians of the Republican party had early information concerning the new President's ideas about the proper use of public office. On the first day that he held a reception for visitors, September 21, 1901, he said to three Southern Congressmen who asked about his policy in regard to appointments in the South:
"I am going to be President of the United States and not of any section. I don't care that (snapping his fingers) for sections or sectional lines. When I was Governor of New York I was told I could make four appointments in the army. When I sent in the names three of the four men were from the South and the other was from New York. They were brave men who deserved recognition for services in the Spanish War and it did not matter to me what States they were from.
"Half my blood is Southern and I have lived in the West, so that I feel that I can represent the whole country.
"If I cannot find Republicans I am going to appoint Democrats. I intend to make such appointments as will induce every Southern man to respect the Republican party.''
In accordance with this declaration, he announced on October 7, 1901, that he should appoint as Judge of the United States District Court in Alabama, Thomas G. Jones, a liberal Democrat and an ex-Confederate. This selection was made without consulting Senator Hanna and in violation of the established custom of consulting him about all Southern appointments. The Senator wrote asking why there had been such haste in the matter, and the President, under date of October 8, 1901, replied:
"The reason I wanted to decide about the judgeship in Alabama quickly was because my experience has taught me that in such a case a quick decision really prevents bitterness."
On the day following the appointment a letter was received by the President from Grover Cleveland commending Mr. Jones for the position. Replying to this on October 9, 1901, the President wrote:
"I hardly know whether to say I am glad or sorry that I had appointed Mr. Jones Judge before I received your letter. But this I can say, that it was the greatest gratification to find that you would be glad of the appointment and thought so well of him."
About this period, the President said to an Illinois Representative who was pressing the claims of a constituent to office:
"I want it thoroughly understood that no Presidential appointee has a prescriptive right to hold office. I intend to consult only the public welfare in making appointments. As long as a man proves himself fit and efficient his position is safe. When he shows himself unfit and inefficient he will be removed."
A few days later a Senator from Illinois who was urging the appointment of a constituent to a position said: "He
is backed, Mr. President, by the Illinois organization	"
but before he could get any farther, the President interrupted him: "I wish to say, Senator, that I want to stand well with the organization, and all that, but I wish it distinctly understood that I will appoint no man to office, even if recommended by the organization, unless he is wholly qualified for the position he seeks and is a man of integrity. ''
Another and very powerful Senator from a Western State approached the President with a request that a favorite army officer be advanced to the rank of Brigadier General. He seemed to think that the favor was to be granted merely for the asking but he found the President antagonistic. He was forced to argue the matter and had started on that line when the President, with a wave of the hand, motioned him to subside. "It is of no use, Senator, for you to talk any longer. I simply will not do it and that is all there is about it. I have refused every Senator who called to see me on similar missions, and I must refuse you. It is not worth while to argue about the matter."
Senator Bailey of Texas went to the President with a similar request, saying that the promotion, which he sought was favored by the entire Legislature of Texas. "But," said the President, "it is opposed by all the man's superior officers." "I don't give a damn for his superior officers!" exclaimed the Senator. "Well, Senator," said the President, "I don't give a damn for the Legislature of Texas." He refused to promote the Senator's man, and promoted an officer who hailed from Texas and who had performed excellent service in the war with Spain.
In refusing to promote army officers on personal grounds, the President put an end to an abuse, which had been growing steadily for several years. As he said to the Senator above mentioned, he had denied similar requests from other Senators. One of these was a Senator from Maine, who was joined in the request by a Representative from the same State. To the latter Roosevelt wrote under date of November 9, 1901:
"General X. has been in several times to see me, more often than any other candidate for promotion. He has an excellent record but seems unable to understand the utter impropriety of doing what he asks, which is, not to promote him to a vacancy but to punish some man now in the service by forcing him to retire in order to do a favor to General X. It is barely possible that some case would arise of so extreme a character as to justify such a proceeding, but I can hardly imagine it. There is no warrant, whatever for doing it in General X. 's case as an exception, and it surely cannot be advocated as a general policy. It is not a question of giving General X. a promotion. It is a question of doing him a favor to which he has no more claim than hundreds of other officers, by doing a serious wrong and injustice to a man now in office."
On the same day he sent a similar letter to the Maine Senator.
Writing to a friend in Kansas, on October 9, 1901, he stated again his policy in regard to Southern appointments:
"I want to get hold of some man or men in Arkansas who will give me an absolutely square deal, when I ask for information about applicants for public office. Of course, where I can find a thoroughly fit and proper Republican to appoint I want to appoint him. If I cannot find one, then I want to take the best Democrat there is. Under no circumstances do I intend to make an improper appointment or to put an inefficient or corrupt man into office. I want to have the same high standard in office in the South as in the North."
Writing to Senator Lodge, on October 11, 1901, he outlined briefly his general policy on economic subjects and appointments :
"On the general economic questions I shall do just about what I outlined in my letter of acceptance (as nominee for Vice-President) and in my speeches on the stump, unless some good reason can be shown why I should change at any point. In the appointments I shall go on exactly as I did while I was Governor of New York. The Senators and Congressmen shall ordinarily name the men, but I shall name the standard, and the men have got to come up to it."
A few weeks later, when the question of reappointing the occupant of an important Federal office in New York City was under consideration and the President was known to be in favor of a change, a volatile young politician who was acting as errand boy from Senator Platt called upon the President in the interest of the incumbent. In the course of the conversation, the visitor threatened the President with the vengeance of the party organization if he did not reappoint the official. The President sprang from his chair, saying that in the selection of officers for the public service he was guided only by the fitness of the applicants, and adding: "If you come here to threaten me, I will ask you to withdraw immediately and let me go on with my work." The visitor began to stammer an apology but before he could find expression he found himself in the hallway outside the President's office.
One letter which the President wrote during the first weeks of his administration is worthy of record as showing his early desire to have Germany made fully aware of his attitude on the Monroe Doctrine. It was addressed, on October 11, 1901, to Baron H. S. von Sternburg, then German Consul at Calcutta, India, afterwards German Ambassador at Washington:
"I most earnestly desire to have Germany and the United States work hand in hand. I regard the Monroe Doctrine as being equivalent to open door in South America. That is, I do not want the United States or any European power to get territorial possessions in South America but to let South America gradually develop on its own lines, with an open door to all outside nations, save* as the individual countries enter into individual treaties with one another."
Very soon after Roosevelt's accession to the Presidency, representatives of the powerful financial interests already alluded to called upon him and sought to persuade him to modify his views in regard to trusts and kindred matters. He told them frankly that he should not do so, and offered for their perusal those passages on such subjects that he had prepared for his first message to Congress in December. Among others, these passages were submitted to Senator Hanna, who wrote to him advising him not to give so much prominence as he had to them, advice that was disregarded. In a confidential letter to his brother-in-law, Douglas Robinson of New York City, on October 14, 1901, he gave an entertaining account of one valiant but fruitless effort to get him to go back on himself and his record:
"I am very fond of X. He is one of the men whom I most respect. But, to be perfectly frank, he did not appear to advantage in the talk he had with me on the evening in question. This is no reflection on him. He was occupying exactly the same attitude that Y. occupies on this question. Both of them are men of the highest character, who are genuine forces for good as well as men of strength and weight. But on this particular occasion they were arguing like attorneys for a bad case, and at the bottom of their hearts each would know this if he were not personally interested; and especially if he were not the representative of a man of so strong and dominant a character as W. In plain English, what W. wanted me to do was to go back on my messages to the New York Legislature and on my letter of acceptance of the nomination for the Vice-Presidency, as well as on the Minneapolis speech, which was by no means as strong as either the messages or the letter.
"Now if I felt convinced that I had been wrong in what I had hitherto said, or even if I were doubtful about it, I should not have the slightest hesitation in announcing that I have changed my mind; but as a matter of fact I was right. I intend to be most conservative, but in the interests of the big corporations themselves and above all in the interest of the country, I intend to pursue, cautiously but steadily, the course to which I have been publicly committed again and again, and which I am certain is the right course. I may add that I happen to know that President McKinley was uneasy about this so-called trust question and was reflecting in his mind what he should do in the matter. X. wanted me to do nothing at all, and say nothing except platitudes; accept the publication of what some particular company chooses to publish, as a favor, instead of demanding what we think ought to be published from all companies as a right."
On the eve of the assembling of Congress the President invited me to the White House, saying that he would like to have me go over the message. After reaching Washington I called upon John Hay, Secretary of State, who had been my honored and valued friend for many years. When I said to him that I was going to read the message, he remarked: "You will be greatly interested. The President has written every word of it himself. Under McKinley, all of us in the Cabinet contributed portions relating to matters in our departments; the message was thus a composite document. Roosevelt has written the whole of his himself; it is the most individual message since Lincoln."
The message had been awaited with great interest, not only by the members of both houses of Congress, but by the general public as well, because of the universal recognition of the entry of a new force in national administration. It was the first Presidential message sent to Congress in print rather than in script. This was a new departure, ordered by Roosevelt, as in keeping with the times. His action caused mild comment at the time, and was the forerunner of a much more radical departure five years later, which caused far more agitated comment, when he sent in a special message illustrated with photographic reproductions, giving the results of his trip to Panama to inspect the canal work which had just begun.
The reception of the message by Congress revealed the deep interest with which it had been awaited. The account sent out to the country by the Associated Press read:
"It was listened to with marked respect in the Senate. Not in many years have the members of the House listened with such rapt attention to the annual message of a President of the United States as they did to-day to the reading of the first message of President Roosevelt. Every word was followed intently from the announcement of the tragic death of President McKinley in the opening sentence, to the expression of the closing wish that the relations of the United States with the world should continue peaceful. The reading occupied two hours, but not over a dozen members left their seats until it was finished. Several times there was applause, and at the close there was an enthusiastic demonstration on the Republican side."
The "Washington correspondent of the Chicago Record-Herald wrote:
"President Roosevelt's message to Congress has one universal and enthusiastic approval at the National Capital. Not for many years has a similar State paper aroused greater interest or met with warmer reception. The praise accorded it comes from men of both political parties.
"Usually the annual message of a President is treated with scant courtesy by the commoners. They listen a while, then succumb to the allurement of the smoking-room or restaurant. To-day they sat still and when the end came there was applause loud and hearty. Democrats joined in it, which they had a right to do, for he is their President, too; and in all the 20,000 words they had searched in vain for the party leader, the politician, the mere phrase-maker. They knew they had listened to a man who thinks, to a man who can write, to a man who writes well and clearly because he thinks well and clearly; and every word of it from the head of the Government, not a word from the head of a political organization."
There was in the message an entirely unmodified re-affirmation of his previously expressed views about trusts. A few of the more important passages only are cited here, as the full text is available in the volumes of his public papers:
"There is a widespread conviction in the minds of the American people that the great corporations known as trusts are in certain of their features and tendencies hurtful to the general welfare. This springs from no spirit of envy or uncharitable ness, nor lack of pride in the great industrial achievements that have placed this country at the head of the nations struggling for commercial supremacy. It does not rest upon a lack of intelligent appreciation of the necessity of meeting changing conditions of trade with new methods, nor upon ignorance of the fact that combination of capital in the effort to accomplish great things is necessary when the world's progress demands that great things be done. It is based upon sincere conviction that combination and concentration should be, not prohibited, but supervised and within reasonable limits controlled; and in my judgment this conviction is right."
"Great corporations exist only because they are created and safeguarded by our institutions; and it is therefore our right and duty to see that they work in harmony with these institutions."
"The first essential in determining how to deal with the great industrial combinations is knowledge of the facts-publicity. In the interest of the public, the Government should have the right to inspect and examine the workings of the great corporations engaged in interstate business."
'' There is utter lack of uniformity in the State laws about them. Therefore, in the interest of the whole people, the Nation should, without interfering with the power of the States in the matter itself, also assume power of supervision and regulation over, all corporations doing an interstate business."
He recommended the creation of a new Cabinet officer, to be called the Secretary of Commerce and Industries, and suggested the adoption of a Constitutional Amendment giving powers of regulation and control of corporations in  case such powers could not be exercised under authority of Congress.
Soon after he became President the following amusing correspondence passed between him and his long-time and cherished friend, Owen Wister:
Monday, September 23, 1901.
Dear Theodore: I don't know the crime of yours, which this earnest ass reveals. I shall not answer him because silence has a cumulative eloquence ,which I prefer. But make yourself gay over the solemn screed.
Ever yours,
o. w.
(Enclosing the following letter)
boston, mass., September 22, 1901. Owen Wister, Esq., dear sir:
I observe, at the end of an article bearing your signature, the following:
"He (Theodore Roosevelt) has striven in his books to do honor to great Americans in the past."
I am informed, on authority that seems conclusive, that Mr. Roosevelt, in one of his works, speaks of Thomas Paine as a "dirty little Atheist": that, on having it proven to him by a more careful, or more truthful historian, that in these three words he had made three mis-statements (or a triple misi-statement), and that Mr. Paine was neither "dirty," "little," or "Atheist," he has never made for them any apology, correction, or even withdrawal.
For any other than an illiterate man to declare Paine to be an atheist, seems impossible; for an educated historian to do so, when page after page of his best known work is devoted to argument in favor of the existence of a God, seems hardly compatible with honesty.
Like Mr. Roosevelt, I have no agreement or even sympathy with Paine's religious ideas; but, unlike him, I do not consider disagreement with them a legitimate excuse for libelling and vilifying one of the greatest men of his time.
In the opinion of thoughtful scholars, Mr. Roosevelt's ignorant and spiteful mis-statements about Thomas Paine effectually discredit him as a historian; and they seem also to contradict the paragraph from your article, which I quote at the beginning of this letter.
Yours truly,
P. G. P *blank*
Personal.
September 25, 1901. Dear Dan:
This is delightful. I ought not to have used the exact word atheist. He admitted the existence of an unknown God, but denied there was a God of the Christians. As to whether he was dirty or not, it is a mere matter of private judgment. I was recording in the sentence the fact that he had stayed several weeks in bed without getting out for any purpose, and that as a consequence a swine in a sty was physically clean by comparison.
Faithfully yours,
Theodore Roosevelt. 


