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CHAPTER TWENTY TWO

THEODORE ROOSEVELT AND HIS TIME

FOE PRESIDENT IN 1904
FUTILE OPPOSITION
HIS OWN ATTITUDE 

the Republican State conventions of 1902 had quite generally commended Roosevelt as the party's candidate for the Presidency in 1904, and it became evident early in 1903 that he was so clearly the first choice of his party that his nomination was a foregone conclusion. Only one very short-lived effort was made to prevent it.
It was while the President was in the Far "West in May, 1903, that the first surface indication of this effort, whicn originated in Wall Street, made its appearance. All the Republican State conventions that had been held had adopted resolutions declaring in favor of his nomination in 1904. The Ohio convention was to meet on June 3, 1903. A week or more before that date two prominent Ohio Republican leaders, Senator Foraker and Congressman Grosvenor, had said in published interviews that the convention would endorse Roosevelt. Senator Hanna, whose relations with the New York opponents of Roosevelt were known to be intimate, and who had been spoken of in the press as their candidate for the Presidential nomination, declared in an interview that he was opposed to the endorsement of Roosevelt because the convention of 1903 had no right to assume the responsibilities of the convention of 1904, whose delegates would be chosen for the express purpose of choosing delegates to the National Convention, and that there was no precedent for such action except in the case of a "favorite son." As soon as the interview was published he sent this telegram to President Roosevelt: 
cleveland, ohio, May 23, 1903. The President,
Seattle, Wash.
The issue which has been forced upon me in the matter of our State Convention this year endorsing you for the Republican nomination next year has come in a way which makes it necessary for me to oppose such a resolution. When you know all the facts I am sure you will approve my course.
M. A. hanna.
To this telegram the President replied as follows:
seattle, wash., May 25, 1903 Hon. M. A. Hanna,
Cleveland, Ohio.
Your telegram received. I have not asked any man for his support. I have had nothing whatever to do with raising this issue. Inasmuch as it has been raised of course those who favor my administration and my nomination will favor endorsing both and those who do not will oppose.
theodore roosevelt.
Senator Hanna had no difficulty in comprehending what this message meant, and he responded immediately as follows:
cleveland, ohio, May 26, 1903. The President:
Your telegram of the 25th. In view of the sentiment expressed I shall not oppose the endorsement of your administration and candidacy by our State Convention. I have given the substance of this to the Associated Press.
M. A. hanna.
Writing confidentially to Senator Lodge, on May 27,1903, the President thus explains his reasons for the action he took:
   '' After the receipt of the first telegram I thought over the matter a full twenty-four hours, consulting with Mellen, Byrnes and Moody and decided that the time had come to stop shilly-shallying, and let Hanna know definitely that I did not intend to assume the position, at least passively, of a suppliant to whom he might give the nomination as a boon. I accordingly sent him my answer, and as you doubtless saw, made a similar statement for the public press, of course not alluding to the fact that Hanna had sent me the telegram, my statement simply going as one made necessary by Hanna's long interview in which he announced that he would oppose my endorsement by the Ohio Convention. I rather expected Hanna to fight, but made up my mind that it was better to have a fight in the open at once than to run the risk of being knifed secretly. Mellen and also Loeb were confident that he would not fight. The result proved that they were right, as his last telegram shows.
"I am pleased at the outcome as it simplifies things all around, for in my judgment Hanna was my only formidable opponent so far as the nomination is concerned."
The accuracy of the President's prediction was verified by subsequent events. All opposition to his nomination disappeared the moment that his reply to Hanna was known. As casting full light upon the incident, the following correspondence between the President and Senator Hanna is appended:
senator hanna's letter
cleveland, ohio, May 25, 1903.
"I wired you Saturday about the question which is coming up before our State Convention in regard to a resolution endorsing your candidacy. I was not consulted and heard nothing about it until Grosvenor's and Foraker's interviews came out in the papers. When asked about it I at once expressed my disapproval for the following reasons—that this State Convention had no right to assume the responsibilities of the Convention of 1904, whose delegates would be chosen for the express purpose of choosing delegates to the National Convention; that it is without precedent in our State (except in regard to a favorite son); that it places me in an embarrassing position as Chairman of the National Committee; and last but not least it is meant to be unfriendly toward me. You know the past history of several things of kindred nature so I will not dwell on the motives which are the real incentive to this action, only that I shall oppose the resolution and you may feel sure without anything but the best of motives and in what I consider your best interests. I am hearing from all over the country and where the source is most worthy of consideration. There is but one opinion that this is an attempt to put me in a false position and to your injury,
"I almost committed an 'impulsive' act myself by stating in my interview to the Associated Press (copy enclosed) that I felt sure you would not approve—(under the circumstances). It is not necessary to hesitate between good and bad judgment when the motives are known. I spent a few days in New York last week and remembered your suggestion to me. There is need of missionary work there. But with this embarrassment thrust upon me will make me a useless article. Our convention comes the 2nd and 3rd of June, and promises to be a hot time."
the peRsident's Reply,.
ogden, utah, May 29,1903.
"I thank you for your letter, which gave me the first gleam of light on the situation. I do not think you appreciated the exact effect that your interview and announced position had in the country at large. It was everywhere accepted as the first open attack upon me, and it gave heart, curiously enough, not only to my opponents, but to all the curious men who lumped you and me together as improperly friendly to organized labor and to the workingmen generally. The mischievous effect was instantly visible.
The general belief was that this was not your move, save indirectly; that it was really an attack by the so-called Wall Street forces on me, to which you had been led to give a reluctant acquiescence. I might not have said anything for publication at all had it not been for the statement that I approved your course. In the way the movement was interpreted this looked as if I was approving having my throat slit. My view was that you of course had an absolute right to be a candidate yourself, but that if you were not one you would be doing me and the Republican party serious harm by fighting and very probably beating the proposition to endorse me by the Ohio Convention.
"After thinking the matter carefully over I became sure that I had to take a definite stand myself. I hated to do it because you have shown such broad generosity and straightforwardness in all your dealings with me that it was peculiarly painful to me to be put, even temporarily, in a position of seeming antagonism to you. No one but a really big man—a man above all petty considerations—could have treated me as you have treated me during the year and a half since President McKinley's death. I have consulted you and relied on your judgment more than has been the case with any other man.''
The fact that he was on the verge of a campaign for his own election to the Presidency, did not prevent Roosevelt from taking action which might harm him politically and possibly cause his defeat at the polls. All appeals to him to lower his standard of appointments in the interest of his own nomination and election were rejected with vigor and finality. To a member of the National Republican Committee who was especially interested in the election of delegates from the South to the National Convention, he wrote on March 13, 1903:
"The most damaging thing to me any one can do is to give the impression that in what I have been trying to do for the negro I have been actuated by political motives. That is why I have been so insistent that neither you nor any one else shall take any step to secure a negro or any other delegation from the South. I do not want the nomination unless it comes freely from the people of the Republican States, because they believe in me, and because they believe I can carry their States. And in the South I want to make it as clear as a bell that I have acted in the way I have on the negro question simply because I hold myself the heir of the policies of Abraham Lincoln and would be incapable of abandoning them to serve political or personal ends."
To the Governor of a leading Northern State he wrote on March 23, 1903:
"I do not quite understand the serious tone in which you speak of the possibility of my appointments returning to cause trouble in the future. Do you mean as regards my nomination as President? I have followed your advice and given no thought whatever to that, agreeing with what you said, that the way for me to do was to make a first-class President and let the nomination take care of itself.''
A notable incident had arisen in Oregon. There had been a good deal of fraud and lax work in certain land offices in that State, and the President had informed the two United States Senators from Oregon that he would not reappoint a certain land official but would appoint in his place any fit man whom they might name. The two Senators declined to select a successor, believing that by so doing the President would permit the incumbent to remain in office. On August 25, 1903, the President considerably astonished the two Senators by sending to each of them a letter in which he said:
"I cannot permit the incumbent to retain his position because there is a deadlock about his successor. He will be removed at once. In appointing his successor, and in appointing all other officers to these places, I must keep in mind that it is I who am primarily responsible for the appointment, not the Senators. If I appoint a man who is unfit, then of course you must refuse to confirm him; and as a matter of fact, if you will give me a man of whom I can approve, I will gladly appoint him. There is no one of whom I am personally desirous of putting in any of these positions. But I do not merely desire, but am firmly determined to have, a thoroughly good type of man in the position; and I cannot surrender to any one the right to decide for me whether or not I believe the man to be a good one. I cannot permit any one to say to me that such and such a man shall be appointed and no one else; nor if I believe a man to be unfit can I accept any one else's judgment that he is fit. In return, I have of course no right to insist that the Senate shall accept my judgment as to a man's fitness. They can reject any nominee of mine; and if they do so I will try to find some thoroughly good man whom they will accept.''
The President also informed the Senators that, in default of their naming a successor he had chosen a man whom he hoped they would accept. Furthermore, as additional information concerning his attitude on land office affairs, he said it was reported to him that two other positions in the service were in a disgraceful condition, and added: "The incumbents must be removed forthwith. Will you kindly join with your colleague in recommending to me at once first-class men to put in their places? All I ask is that these men shall be first-class in every way?"
This open warfare upon the two Senators, an unprecedented proceeding a few months in advance of a campaign, did not prevent the State of Oregon from giving its electoral vote to Roosevelt in the election of the following year. Subsequently, Roosevelt's relentless pursuit of the land office thieves resulted in sending one of the Senators to the penitentiary.
Another incident of like character occurred in September, 1903. On May 18 of that year William A. Miller, Assistant Foreman of the Government Printing Office, was removed from his position by the Public Printer, the reason given for removal being that Miller had been expelled from a labor union. Miller filed a complaint with the Civil Service Commission, alleging that his removal was in violation of the Civil Service Law. The Commission investigated the case and decided that his removal was a violation of the law and requested his reassignment to his position. President Roosevelt ordered the Public Printer to reinstate Miller, saying in his letter to him: "There is no objection to the employees of the Government Printing Office constituting themselves into a union if they so desire; but no rules or resolutions of that union can be permitted to override the laws of the United States which it is my sworn duty to enforce."
The Washington Central Labor Bureau took up the case on the side of the union and, with the approval of the American Federation of Labor, sent circulars to more than 500 central labor unions throughout the United States, claiming a membership of two and a half millions of workingmen, in which was embodied the following:
"Whereas, The President of the United States has seen fit to reinstate W. A. Miller, who is an expelled member of a trades organization, notwithstanding the overwhelming evidence of his moral turpitude, and has also committed himself to the policy of the open shop, as shown by his letters,
"Resolved, that the order of the President cannot be regarded in any but an unfriendly light."
The President, in pursuance of a request by Samuel Gompers, President of the American Federation of Labor, granted an interview on September 29, 1903, to the members of the executive council of that body, during which the Miller case was brought up for consideration. The President made a statement in which he said:
"As regards the Miller case, I have little to add to what I have already said. In dealing with it, I ask you to remember that I am dealing purely with the relation of the Government to its employees. I must govern my action by the laws of the land, which I am sworn to administer, and which differentiate any case in which the Government of the United States is a party from all other cases whatsoever. These laws are enacted for the benefit of the whole people and cannot and must not be construed as permitting discrimination against some of the people. I am President of all the people of the United States, without regard to creed, color, birthplace, occupation, or social conditions. My aim is to do equal and exact justice as among them all. In the employment and dismissal of men in the Government service I can no more recognize the fact that a man does or does not belong to a union as being for or against him than I can recognize the fact that he is a Protestant or a Catholic, a Jew or a Gentile, as being for or against him. This is the only question now before me for decision; and as to this my decision is final."
Writing to his friend, L. Clarke Davis, of the Philadelphia Public Ledger, on September 21, 1903, a few days before the interview with the labor union representatives, he said:
"It is a sheer waste of time for these people, through such resolutions as those of the unions you quote, to threaten me with defeat for the Presidency next year. Nothing would hire me even to accept the Presidency if I had to take it on terms which would mean a forfeiting of self-respect. Just as I should refuse to accept it at the cost of abandoning the Northern Securities suit, or of repealing the trust regulatory legislation of last year, or of undoing what I did in the anthracite coal strike, so I should refuse to take it at the cost of undoing what I did in this matter of Miller and the Labor Union. The labor unions and the trust magnates may perhaps unite against me. If so, I shall do my level best to make the fight an open one and beat them—and I think I run a good chance of winning; and if I fail, I shall not regret the policy I have pursued."
In a letter to Baron d'Rstournelles de Constant, in France, on September 1,1903, the President gave a fuller outline of his attitude toward an election to the Presidency:
 "Of course I should like to be reelected President, and I shall be disappointed, although not very greatly disappointed, if I am not; and so far as I legitimately can I pay heed to considerations of political expediency—in fact I should be unfit for my position, or for any position of political leadership, if I did not do so. But when questions involve deep and far-reaching principles, then I believe that the real expediency is to be found in straightforward and unflinching adherence to principle, and this without regard to what may be the temporary effect. When the matter is one of elementary justice and decency, then there can be no compromise. Murder is murder, and theft is theft, and there should be no halfway measure with criminality. There are good and bad men of all nationalities, creeds and colors; and if this world of ours is ever to become what we hope some day it may become, it must be by the general recognition that the man's heart and soul, the man's worth and action, determine his standing. I should be sorry to lose the Presidency, but I should be a hundredfold more sorry to gain it by failing in every way in my power to try to put a stop to lynching and to brutality and wrong of any kind; or by failing on the one hand to make the very wealthiest and most powerful men in the country obey the law and handle their property (so far as it is in my power to make them) in the public interest; or, on the other hand, to fail to make the laboring men in their turn obey the law, and realize that envy is as evil a thing as arrogance, and that crimes of violence and riot shall be as sternly punished as crimes of greed and cunning."
For several months an investigation had been in progress, in 1903, in the Post Office Department in regard to frauds of various kinds, which had been committed during the McKinley administration. President Roosevelt ordered a vigorous and unrelenting inquiry, and appointed special counsel, in the person of two lawyers of high character and standing, to take charge of it. Writing from Oyster Bay, on September 4, 1903, to the Postmaster General, Henry 0. Payne, he said:
"I would far rather incur the hostility of a Congressman or a Senator than do something we ought not to do. The Post Office Department is now under fire and there is much baseless distrust of it in the popular mind. Keally, you and I are not responsible for the misconduct. It happened before either of us came into office; but as long as this feeling exists we can a hundredfold better afford to incur the hostility of any politician than to give the slightest ground for belief that we are managing the Department primarily as a political machine. If the real or fancied need of any politician comes in conflict with what you regard as the good of the service or as equity to any individuals, disregard that politician utterly and if he complains send him to me. I shall take up any such case myself."
In many letters written at this time he expressed himself frankly concerning his political prospects, sounding in all the same note of inflexible devotion to his guiding principles of official conduct.
To W. W. Sewell, in Maine, he wrote on September 23, 1903:
"Sometimes I feel a little melancholy because it is so hard to persuade people to accept equal justice. The very rich corporation people are sore and angry because I refuse to allow a case like that of the Northern Securities Company to go unchallenged by the law; and in the same way the turbulent and extreme labor union people are sore and angry because I insist that every man, whether he belong to a labor union or not, shall be given a square deal in Government employment. Now, I believe in rich people who act squarely, and in labor unions which are managed with wisdom and justice; but when either employee or employer, laboring man or capitalist, goes wrong, I have to cinch him, and that is all there is to it.''
To his sister, Mrs. Douglas Robinson, he wrote from Oyster Bay on September 23, 1903: 
"Next Monday I go back to Washington. And for the thirteen months following there will be mighty little let up to the strain. But I enjoy it to the full. What the outcome will be, so far as I am personally concerned, I do not know. It looks as if I will be nominated. Whether I shall be re-elected, I have not the slightest idea. I know there is bitter opposition to me from many different sources. Whether I shall have enough support to overcome this opposition, I cannot tell. I suppose few Presidents can form the slightest idea whether, their policies have met with approval or not— certainly I cannot. But as far as I can see those policies have been right, and I hope that time will justify them. If it does not, why, I must abide the fall of the dice, and that is all there is about it."
One phase of his pursuit of persons involved in the frauds of the Post Office Department is described in a letter to Senator Lodge, under date of September 30, 1903:
"I had a very ugly time over the indictment of a State Senator of New York. He is a close personal, political and business friend of the Republican State Chairman, and of the State Comptroller. The Chairman is a heavy stockholder in the concern on behalf of which the crookedness was done, and he is very naturally bitter against me. Whether he himself was cognizant of the wrong-doing or not, I cannot say. It is greatly to be regretted that he is Chairman of the State Committee. The Comptroller came down to see me to explain that if the Senator were indicted it was his judgment that we should certainly lose the State next fall. I was as polite as possible, answering that of course I was more interested in carrying the State than any one else was, but that in the first place I should certainly not let up on any grafter, no matter what the political effect might be; and that in the second place, my judgment was that whereas we might lose the State if we did make it evident that we intended to prosecute every guilty man, we should certainly lose it if we did not.''
One of the most characteristic of all the letters written at this time was the following to L. Clarke Davis, of Philadelphia :
"There is one small point that I should like to speak to you about. The other day in a very kindly editorial you spoke of me as saying that I would do anything in the world not dishonorable or improper or in violation of my conscience to be reelected as President. I forget the exact word, but this was the sense. It seems to me that this is calculated to convey a somewhat wrong impression of what I said. I do not believe in playing the hypocrite. Any strong man fit to be President would desire a re-nomination and reelection after his first term. Lincoln was President in so great a crisis that perhaps he neither could nor did feel any personal interest in his own reelection. I trust and believe that if the crisis were a serious one I should be incapable of considering my own well-being for a moment in such a contingency. I should like to be elected President just precisely as John Quincy Adams, or McKinley, or Cleveland, or John Adams, or Washington himself, desired to be elected. It is pleasant to think that one's countrymen thought well of one. But I shall not do anything whatever to secure my nomination or election save to try to carry on the public business in such shape that decent citizens will believe I have shown wisdom, integrity and courage. If they believe this with sufficient emphasis to secure my nomination and election—and on no other terms can I3 or would I, be willing to secure either—why I shall be glad. If they do not I shall be sorry, but I shall not be very much cast down because I shall feel that I have done the best that was in me, and that there is nothing I have yet done of which I have cause to be ashamed, or which I have cause to regret ; and that I can go out of office with the profound satisfaction of having accomplished a certain amount of work that was both beneficial and honorable for the country." 


