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CHAPTER TWENTY SEVEN 

THEODORE ROOSEVELT AND HIS TIME 
ATTITUDE  TOWARD  CAMPAIGN  CONTRIBUTIONS 
JUDGE PARKER'S CHARGES 

A letteR which throws interesting light upon the attitude of the President and Mr. Cortelyou toward campaign contributions was the following from the President to Dr. Lyman Abbott on October 7, 1904:
"A week ago this Monday Cortelyou was on here, and he then said to me that if I was elected I would be elected without a promise or pledge of any kind, express or implied, to any corporation or individual. He told me of two or three amusing instances of efforts to get some kind of assurance from him, to which his invariable answer was that they could count upon just treatment—upon my doing nothing that I did not regard as fair and right; but that there must be no misapprehension as to my purpose to go steadily forward along the lines which had marked our course for the last three years. Then a concrete instance came up of the way in which he was handling things. You may have noticed that I had to decide the Customs Stamp Cigar question. After careful consideration I found that my decision had to be against the so-called Tobacco Trust, and in favor of the Independent Tobacco Manufacturers.
'' Cortelyou had hoped that I would not have to make the decision, as from the political standpoint at this stage of the campaign, it was sure to cause irritation whichever way it went. I told him, however, that I had looked into the matter very carefully, and had gone over it with Taft and Moody, and we had come to the conclusion that there was but one way we could decide and that was in favor of the Independent Tobacco men. He said very well; that he wished to know at once, because under such circumstances he could not accept any contribution from the Independent Tobacco men, for we must not be put in a position where it could be falsely alleged that we got any quid pro quo for such a decision.
"It seemed to me that this action of his emphasized the distinction between the campaign he was running and the campaign most others had run in like circumstances."
Most illuminating of all are these two letters from the President to Mr. Cortelyou, written near the close of the campaign:
"I have just been informed that the Standard Oil people have contributed $100,000 to our campaign fund. This may be entirely untrue. But if true I must ask you to direct that the money be returned to them forthwith. I appreciate to the full the need of funds to pay the legitimate and necessarily great expenses of the campaign. I appreciate to the full the fact that under no circumstances will we receive half as much as was received by the National Committee in 1900 and 1896. Moreover, it is entirely legitimate to accept contributions, no matter how large they are, from individuals and corporations on the terms on which I happen to know that you have accepted them, that is, with the explicit understanding that they were given and received with no thought of any more obligation on the part of the National Committee or of the national administration than is implied in the statement that every man shall receive a square deal, no more and no less, and that this I shall guarantee him in any event to the best of my ability.
"The big business corporations have a tremendous stake in the welfare of this country. They know that this welfare can only be secured through the continuance in power of the Republican party; and if they subscribe for the purpose of securing such national welfare, and with no thought of personal favors to them, why they are acting as is entirely proper; but we cannot under any circumstances afford to take a contribution which can be even improperly construed as putting us under an improper obligation, and in view of my past relations with the Standard Oil Company I fear that such a construction will be put upon receiving any aid from them. In returning the money to them I wish it made clear to them that there is not the slightest personal feeling against them, and that they can count upon being treated exactly as well by the administration, exactly as fairly, as if we had accepted the contribution. They shall not suffer in any way because we refused it, just as they would not have gained in any way if we had accepted it. But I am not willing that it should be accepted, and must ask that you tell Mr. Bliss to return it."
October 27, 1904.
"As supplemental to my letter of yesterday, containing my request that any contribution which the Standard Oil people may have made to the campaign be immediately returned, I wish to add that my judgment as to the propriety of this action is confirmed because of the fact brought into especial prominence by the Standard Oil Company's publication in the newspapers (which I saw after my letter was written and sent) that much importance seems to be attached to the political attitude of this company. Furthermore, in view of the open and pronounced opposition of the Standard Oil Company to the establishment of the Bureau of Corporations, one of the most important accomplishments of my administration, I do not feel willing to accept its aid. I request, therefore, that the contribution be returned without further delay.
"Of course I do not wish any public statement made about this matter, nor to take any step that will seem as if I were casting any reflection upon the Standard Oil people or their motives in making the contribution.''
Roosevelt supposed that his wishes in regard to any contribution which the Standard Oil Company might have made had been complied with by the National Committee, and it was not until four years later (September, 1908) that he learned the truth about the matter. It was then made known to him that no contribution had been made by the company or in its behalf but that H. H. Rogers had contributed $100,000, and had made it as his personal contribution ; that the treasurer of the Committee, not wishing to offend him by refusing it, had not sent it back, and had not informed Mr. Roosevelt of his action in regard to it. (See Chapter Nine, Volume. Two.)
A glimpse at the humorous aspects of the campaign is given in this letter from the President to Secretary Hay on August 12, 1904:
"Some of the developments of this campaign are too deliciously funny for anything. A couple of deliciously unconscious portrayals of this state of things were recently furnished me, one by B., an ex-Congressman, a Gold Democrat of Indiana, and the other by D., the Republican sub-boss from Brooklyn. B. came to me out of the kindness of his heart, to reassure me, and said in entire good faith: 'Mr. President, Taggart is not nearly so formidable as these men think; for aside from the money he has obtained from his gambling houses, most of his fortune has come from moneys he has received for running campaigns, which he has kept for his own purposes. He is a very expensive campaign manager, and always keeps for himself a large proportion of the funds placed in his hands. I think this will offset the fact that he will probably get much more money this year than the Democrats have obtained for a long time.'
"D. called me aside, and in great secrecy told me as follows: 'On Monday night Tim Sullivan (Dry Dollar Sullivan, a Tammany leader who has always been fond of me, partly because of kindred tastes in the matter of prize fights) came to my house and said that I was to tell you, when I came to Washington, from him, that you need not be at all alarmed about New York because he was going to do his best to see to it that Tammany men were instructed none of them to commit any offense which would expose them to being put in the penitentiary in the interest of Parker's success.' Not only Sullivan but D. regarded this as being symptomatic of a great breakdown in the Tarn many vote, and as being equivalent on the part of Sullivan to practically bolting Tammany in my interest."
Throughout the campaign the President had studiously refrained from making up his mind as to what the outcome was to be. In July he wrote to Henry White in London: "As to what the result will be, I have not the slightest idea. I have long given up prophesying about the outcome of a political contest, especially one in which one sees almost exclusively the people who are friendly and zealous partisans; and accordingly all that is heard is favorable."
To Rudyard Kipling he wrote on November 1, 1904: "We are now closing the campaign, and the Lord only knows how it will go. I have done a good many things in the past three years, and the fact that I did them is doubtless due partly to accident and partly to temperament. Naturally, I think I was right in doing them, for otherwise I would not have done them. It is equally natural that some people should have been alienated by each thing I did, and the aggregate of all that have been alienated may be more than sufficient to overthrow me. Thus, in dealing with the Philippines, I have first the jack fools who seriously think that any group of pirates and head-hunters needs nothing but independence in order that it may be turned forthwith into a dark-hued New England town meeting; and then the entirely practical creatures who join with these extremists because I do not intend that the Islands shall be exploited for corrupt purposes.
"So in Panama, I have to encounter the opposition of the vague individuals of serious minds and limited imaginations who think that a corrupt pithecoid community in which the President has obtained his position by the simple process of clapping the former President into a wooden cage and sending him on an ox-cart over the mountains (this is literally what was done at Bogota.)—is entitled to just the treatment that I would give, say, to Denmark or Switzerland. Then, in addition, I have the representatives of the transcontinental railways, who are under no delusion, but who do not want a competing canal. In the same way I have alienated some of the big representatives of what we call the trusts, and have had a muss with the trades unions on the other side.
'' So only a merciful Providence can tell what the outcome will be. If elected I shall be very glad. If beaten I shall be sorry; but in any event I have had a first class run for my money, and I have accomplished certain definite things. I would consider myself a hundred times over repaid if I had nothing more to my credit than Panama and the coaling stations in Cuba. So you see that my frame of mind is a good deal like that of your old Viceroy when he addressed the new Viceroy."
In the closing days of the campaign Alton B. Parker, the Democratic candidate for President, made several speeches in which he charged that Mr. Cortelyou had been using the knowledge that he had gained as Secretary of Commerce and Labor to extort money from the corporations as contributions to the Republican campaign fund. The charges, uttered cautiously at first by Judge Parker, were gradually made more direct by him until they amounted to assertions that a conspiracy had been formed by the President and Mr. Cortelyou, the President having made him chairman for the purpose, to levy this blackmail, promising in return certain immunities or favors to the contributors after election. The President waited till the charges assumed the form of direct assertions, when, "lest the silence of self-respect be misunderstood," he spoke and in no uncertain tones, his declaration appearing in the press of the country on the morning of November 5, 1904, three days before election. In it, characterizing the charges as "slanderous accusations," he said:
"Mr. Parker's accusations against Mr. Cortelyou and me are monstrous. If true they would brand both of us forever with infamy; and inasmuch as they are false, heavy must be the condemnation of the man making them.
  "The assertion that Mr. Cortelyou had any knowledge, gained while in an official position, whereby he was enabled to secure and did secure any contributions from any corporation, is a falsehood. The assertion that there has been any blackmail, direct or indirect, by Mr. Cortelyou or by me, is a falsehood. The assertion that there has been made in my behalf and by my authority, by Mr. Cortelyou or by any one else, any pledge or promise, or that there has been any understanding as to future immunities or benefits, in recognition of any contributions from any source, is a wicked falsehood.
"The statements made by Mr. Parker are unqualifiedly and atrociously false. As Mr. Cortelyou has said to me more than once during the campaign, if elected I shall go into the Presidency unhampered by any pledge, promise or understanding of any kind, sort or description, save my promise, made openly to the American people, that so far as in my power lies I shall see to it that every man has a square deal, no less and no more."
The President's vigorous utterance met with general and hearty approval, for Judge Parker's astounding conduct in virtually calling the President of the United States a conspirator and blackmailer had aroused the indignation of decent men of all parties. It was an act of incredible political folly, reflecting not only upon its author's ideas of propriety, but upon his intelligence. No man who rightly understood the character of the American people would be capable of such a blunder. The election returns showed unmistakably the faith that the people had in Theodore Roosevelt, for they gave him the largest vote in the electoral college and the largest popular majority that any candidate had received.
On the night of election, as soon as the result was known, he wrote and gave out for publication the following:
"A wise custom which limits the President to two terms regards the substance and not the form, and under no circumstances will I be a candidate for or accept another nomination.'' 
Writing, on November 10, 1904, to his son, Kermit, who was in school at Groton, Mass., he gave this interesting account of the scene in the White House on election night:
"I am stunned by the overwhelming victory we have won. I had no conception that such a thing was possible. I thought it probable we should win, but was quite prepared to be defeated, and of course had not the slightest idea that there was such a tidal wave. We carried not only all the States I put down in my letter to you as probably Republican, but all those that I put down as doubtful, and all but one of those that I put down as probably Democratic. The only States that went against me were those in which no free discussion is allowed and in which fraud and violence have rendered the voting a farce. I have the greatest popular majority and the greatest electoral majority ever given to a candidate for President.
"On the evening of the election I got back from Oyster Bay, where I had voted, soon after half-past six. At that time I knew nothing of the returns and did not expect to find out anything definite for two or three hours, and had been endeavoring not to think of the result, but to school myself to accept it as a man ought to, whichever way it went. But as soon as I got in the White House Ted met me with the news that Buffalo and Rochester had sent in their returns already and that they showed enormous gains for me. Within the next twenty minutes enough returns were received from precincts and districts in Chicago, Connecticut, New York and Massachusetts to make it evident that there was a tremendous drift my way, and by the time we sat down to dinner at half-past seven my election was assured. Mrs. Cortelyou was with us for dinner, just as interested and excited as we were.
'' Eight after dinner members of the Cabinet and friends began to come in, and we had a celebration that would have been perfect if only you had been present. Archie, fairly plastered with badges, was acting as messenger between the telegraph operators and me, and bringing me continually telegram after telegram, which I read aloud. I longed for you very much, as all of us did, for of course this was the day of greatest triumph I ever had had or ever could have, and I was very proud and happy. But I tell you, Kermit, it was a great comfort to feel, all during the last days when affairs looked doubtful, that no matter how things came out the really important thing was the lovely life I have with Mother and with you children, and that compared to this home life everything else was of very small importance from the standpoint of happiness." 


