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CHAPTER TWENTY EIGHT 
THEODORE ROOSEVELT AND HIS TIME 
VISIT OF JOHN MORLEY AT THE WHITE HOUSE 

Two days after the election in 1904, John Morley, now Lord Morley, the distinguished English essayist and author, paid a visit of several days to President Roosevelt in the White House. When Mr. Morley's 'Life of Gladstone' appeared about a year earlier, the President had written to him the letter of warm appreciation quoted in Chapter twenty three, and a cordial correspondence had ensued. When the date of the visit had been fixed, the President did me the very great and agreeable honor of inviting me as a fellow guest. Subsequently I put in writing an account of some of the incidents of this most interesting and memorable visit, which I submitted to the President and obtained from him permission to include in my record of his life. I may, therefore, without impropriety, reproduce portions of it here, especially since they are of value in throwing light upon his personality in much the same way that his letters do.
Mr. Morley and I arrived together on the afternoon of Thursday, November 10, and found the President in the highest health and spirits, fairly overflowing with joy because of his great triumph.
From the first the President greatly interested Mr. Morley. The two men had much in common intellectually. Both had been wide readers and writers of history, and close students of men and affairs. Each had written a life of Cromwell. The President's talk, frank, vigorous, and marvelous in its range over human history, ancient, modern, and contemporaneous, as it always was when he had a sympathetic and understanding listener, was a revelation to Mr. Morley, who said to me later that he had never heard anything like it. He spoke of it frequently when we were alone together, saying repeatedly: '' He is a most extraordinary man!''
On the morning of the second day of our visit, when the President left us to go to his office, Mr. Morley asked me to show him the rooms on the first floor of the White House. I took him through the Bed Room, the Green Room, and the Blue Room into the large East Room. As we stood in the center of it and I had given a brief history of it, he turned to me and, putting his hand on my shoulder, said: "My dear fellow, do you know the two most extraordinary things I have seen in your country! Niagara Falls and the President of the United States—both great wonders of nature!" Later in the day I repeated this remark to the President, and also to Secretary Hay and Secretary Taft, all of whom, the President no less than his two associates, enjoyed it greatly. Secretary Hay recorded it in his diary in incomplete form, and it is so published in Mr. W. E. Thayer's life of him.
Each day, after the President had left us to attend to his duties, Mr. Morley and I went to the library in the White House, where, in frank and intimate conversation, Mr. Morley asked me to explain such of the allusions to American political methods made by the President as he had not fully understood. There were many such allusions. I recall one in particular. In describing the elements in politics that had from time to time antagonized him, the President said: "By all odds the most contemptible creature we have encountered in our politics is the Goo Goo." Mr. Morley, in obvious perplexity, exclaimed: '' The Goo Goo? Eeally, Mr. President, I don't understand you." He was much amused on learning that the species referred to was human and living and not extinct like the Dodo.
I turned the conversation on one occasion to French history and politics, on which I knew Mr. Morley to be a high authority, and we spoke at some length of Napoleon. In the course of our talk Mr. Morley said: '' This man whose guests we are has many of Napoleon's qualities—indomitable courage, tireless perseverance, great capacity for leadership—and one thing that Napoleon never had—high moral purpose! And think what it would have meant for the world if he had had that!" I quote from memory and am not sure of the exact phraseology, but the sense is as I have expressed it. Taken with the first remark about Roosevelt, this second one is essential to give accurately the estimate which Mr. Morley made of Roosevelt's character.
The physical vigor of the President impressed Mr. Morley no less than his intellectual activity, being himself a frail man in rather delicate health. At dinner one evening the President had a number of prominent labor leaders to meet Mr. Morley, who was desirous of obtaining information as to labor problems and conditions in the United States. There was much animated conversation both during the dinner and afterwards. When the guests were departing the President followed them into the hall, talking and gesticulating in his usual emphatic manner. Mr. Morley touched me on the arm, pointed to him and said: "Look at him! And he has been doing that all day long!" As he said this he sank into a chair as if completely exhausted by the mere sight of such tireless energy.
One subject upon which Mr. Morley talked much with the President was the announcement, which the latter had made on the night of election declaring his intention not to take a nomination for another term. He expressed himself as quite unable to comprehend it, saying that the act seemed to him as inexplicable as it would have been if Mr. Gladstone, at the height of his career, had declared after a triumph at the polls, that he would never consent to go before the people of Great Britain again as candidate for Prime Minister.
In explanation of his action the President said that since the time of Washington the American people had, wisely as he thought, established a custom against allowing any one to hold the office of President for more than two consecutive terms. Their reason had been that the Presidency being a great office, the power of the President, especially if he had the support of great political and financial interests, could be used effectively to secure his re-nomination. There had been much said by his opponents in the campaign about his supposed personal ambition and intention to use the office to perpetuate himself in power. He had not said anything on the subject prior to election because he did not wish to say anything that could be construed into a promise made as a consideration for securing votes. In making the announcement after election he had chosen the exact phraseology he used for two reasons: First, many of his supporters were insisting that as his first term had consisted of only three years and a half, becoming President through the death of the incumbent, he would, at the end of seven years and a half, have really served for only one elective term so that the third-term custom would not apply to him. He wished to repudiate this suggestion. Believing the third-term custom to be wholesome, he was determined to regard its substance, refusing to quibble about the form of words usually employed to express it. Second, he did not wish simply and specifically to say that he would not be a candidate for the nomination in 1908, for to specify any year in which he would not be a candidate would have been widely accepted as meaning that he would be a candidate in some other year, and he had no such intention and no idea that he would ever be a candidate again. He had been asked by newspaper men if his renunciation applied to 1912, and he had replied that he was not thinking of 1912, or 1920, or 1940, and declined to add anything whatever to what appeared in his statement. So far as the third-term custom was concerned, he added that it had no application whatever to anything except two consecutive terms, since every shred of power which a President exercises while in office vanishes absolutely when he ceases to hold it, and an ex-President stands precisely in the position of any other private citizen, and has no more power to secure a nomination or election than he would have if he had never held the office, indeed, he probably would have less from the very fact that he had held it.
The subject was in Mr. Morley's mind when, soon after his White House visit, he said in a speech which he made at the annual banquet of the Chamber of Commerce in New York, on November 15, 1904:
"It would be most unbecoming of me to say a word as to the personality of your new President. I will say this in passing, that it is very gratifying to me to find that a man may write a book about Oliver Cromwell and yet be thought a very good man to whom to trust the destinies of a nation, because, for no better reason, that I have written about Oliver Cromwell also. One of his memorable performances was, as you all know, his self-denying ordinance—a thing for which Oliver Cromwell himself was solely responsible— to withdraw himself from active military and public life at a certain moment. There appears to be something like a self-denying ordinance announced for the public the day after election. Whether that was an imitation of Cromwell or not I do not inquire, but this I do say, without, I hope, being impertinent, that in your new President you have got a man. All sorts of events within the four years may break out upon the world—events in the oldest parts of Europe— there are lives in the old parts of Europe, upon which results may hang; you have in the Pacific enormous risks, possibilities, open questions, and all I can say is that it will be a great thing for diplomatists to know that in dealing with the government that will come into power and office here on the fourth of March next year, they are dealing with a man who has behind him, unless I am mistaken, the American people."
After he returned to England Lord Morley summed up his estimate of the President in a neat epigram. Writing to Roosevelt on September 15, 1905, Senator Lodge said:
"Lady Harcourt (widow of Sir Vernon Harcourt) told me that Morley came to see her when he returned from the United States. She asked him to tell her about you. He said: ' He is not an American, you know. He is America.' "
    To this Roosevelt replied on the same date: "That was a very nice thing of Morley to say, so long as it is confined to one or two of my intimate friends who won't misunderstand it! Just at the moment people are speaking altogether too well of me, which is enough to make any man feel uncomfortable; for if he has any sense he knows that the reaction is perfectly certain to come under such circumstances, and that then people will revenge themselves for feeling humiliated for having said too much on one side by saying too much on the other." 


